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 The Messiah for whom the Jews were anxiously awaiting is the Jesus of Nazareth that they rejected 
and crucified. The writer of the Hebrews epistle in deliberate fashion proves Jesus' claim to deity. 

Jesus was greater than all of the prophets. As great as the prophets of God were, Jesus is superior. 
First, a prophet was not involved with the creation of all things. Not only did God speak to us in His Son, 
but it was through Christ that He also "made the worlds" (Heb. 1:2; cf. John 1:3). Second, no prophet is 
said to sustain all things. The Hebrews writer makes it clear that Christ upholds "all things by the word 
of his power" (1:3). Third, no prophet ever was divine as was the Christ. Jesus was in the "very image 
of [God's] substance" (1:3). 

Jesus was greater than the angels. Angels are God's special and amazing servants, and mere 
men are "a little lower than the angels" (Heb. 2:7). First, Christ does not worship angels, but "all the 
angels of God [are to] worship him [Christ]" (Heb. 1:6). Second, Christ has a divine throne that "is for 
ever and ever" (1:8). Third, a divine anointing from God has been placed upon Jesus (1:9). Fourth, 
divine works are attributed to the Savior (1:10). Fifth, no angel was ever invited to sit at the Father's 
right hand, but Jesus was (1:13). 

Jesus is greater than the prophet Moses. Such a fact surely irritated the Jews, but the writer to the 
Hebrews proves his point. First, Moses was "faithful in all his house as a servant, " but Jesus as a son, 
[was] over his house..." (Heb. 3:5-6, emph. MLW). You will note that Moses was in God's house but 
Christ was over God's house. This truth makes Christ far superior to Moses. 

Jesus was greater than Aaron. Aaron was a tremendous servant of God and the first high priest of 
Israel. Aaron is from the tribe of Judah, but Christ is "a priest for ever After the order of Melchizedek" 
(Heb. 5:6). The Hebrews writer declares, "And inasmuch as it is not without the taking of an oath (for they 
indeed have been made priests "without an oath; but he with an oath by him that saith of him, The Lord 
sware and will not repent himself, Thou art a priest for ever); by so much also hath Jesus become the 
surety of a better covenant" (Heb. 7:20-22). 

As great a high priest as Aaron may have been, Jesus is far greater. Let us observe some truths that 
will affirm what we have just stated to be true. First, Aaron was high priest, but the Christ is identified 
as a great high priest. The writer to the Hebrews states, "Having then a great high priest, who hath 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us holdfast our confession " Heb. 4:14). 

Second, no high priest from the priestly tribe of Levi was ever called the Son of God. Hebrews 4:14 
specifically states that Jesus is "the Son of God. " He is not "a" Son of God as if there are many, but "the" 
one and only Son of God. God's only begotten is serving as our high priest. What a comfort it should be 
to us to know that we can call upon deity and not mere man! 

Third, Christ is a more sympathetic high priest than man could ever be. The Hebrews writer says, "For 
we have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15). Christ knows all about the temptations 
we must resist and has promised that man can overcome the temptations that come his way. The apostle 
Paul said, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it" (1 Cor. 10:13). Aaron could have never made such a promise, but deity 
can and did! 

Fourth, we have a high priest today who committed no sin. Aaron, as all other mere men, sinned. No 
one from the priestly tribe of Levi could have ever satisfied God's holy justice, but our high priest could 
and did. The Hebrews writer affirms, "For such a high priest became us, holy, guileless, undefiled, 



separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens " (Heb. 7:26). What was impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to do, the blood of Christ accomplished (Heb. 10:4; Heb. 7:27; 9:12). 

Sixth, Jesus is both king and priest. No earthly king or priest can so boast. Christ "is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 6:15) and a priest after the order of 
Melchizedek (Heb. 7:4-10). 

The book of the Hebrews affirms that the new covenant is far superior to the law of Moses and that Jesus 
Christ is a greater high priest that those who served under the old law.  It is amazing that the Jews could 
reject the evidence that Christ offered, and it is also amazing that so many today reject Christ and His 
Word. No one will be judged by the word of man, but all will be judged by the words of Christ (John 
12:48). Thank God for the deity of Christ! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


