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 Some who are members of the body of Christ are always talking about what they are going to do in 
the kingdom tomorrow, in a few years, or when they retire. Perhaps they reason in such a manner because 
they have never seriously considered what the Bible has to say about the matter. 

The Bible says the night will come when one will not be able to work in the kingdom. Jesus 
stated the principle well in saying, "We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night 
cometh, when no man can work" (John 9:4). The "night" can stand for death or the time when because of 
physical limitations one can no longer be active in the Lord's vineyard. We must not put off until tomorrow 
that which we can do for the Lord today! 

James reminds us not to take for granted that there will be a tomorrow! He says, "Come now, ye that say, 
To-day or tomorrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this or 
that" (James 4:13-15). The Lord needs willing workers while it is DAY! The time is now to work in the 
vineyard. 

The Bible says that the Lord's church must come first in one's plans and activities. Christ said, 
"But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 
6:33). They are many who profess to be members of the church of Christ who have never come to grips 
with the word "first" in the above passage of Scripture. They attend the Sunday morning service provided 
they do not have relatives who are visiting. They attend Sunday evening unless they are on vacation. 
They attend Wednesday evening unless the children are involved in baseball or soccer practice or some 
other school activity. 

How can one be seeking the kingdom first when secular, recreational, and social activities are given 
priority over spiritual matters? Many Christians have decided that they will discharge their responsibilities 
and obligations to the Lord only when it is convenient for them. The American Heritage Dictionary 
defines "first" as follows: "The one coming, occurring, or ranking before or above all others. It is only in 
the spiritual realm that most folks have difficulty in comprehending what the word "first" means. The 
time is now to place the Lord and His church first in our lives. 

The Bible says that Christians are to always be dedicated and committed to the cause of Christ. 
The apostle Paul reminds followers of the Lord Jesus to be "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). This 
leaves no room for one to wait until he is older to be concerned about his service in the Lord's kingdom. 
The Hebrews writer declares that "we are become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 
confidence firm unto the end" (Heb. 3:14). From the time that one becomes a child of God, his allegiance 
is to be to the Lord and His church. The time is now to be faithfully committed to the cause of Christ. 

The Bible says that one cannot do too much for the Lord and His cause. It was Luke who 
recorded, "Even so ye also, when ye shall have done all the things that are commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants; we have done that which it was our duty to do" (17:10). Some Christians 
attempt to measure themselves by others. They look around and convince themselves that they are doing 
more than most members of the congregation. Thus, they tend to think that they can "slack off in their 
service and still be acceptable in God's eyes. But Christ, and not man, should be our measuring stick! 
The time is now to do all that we can to glorify God. 

The Bible says that we are to love God with all of our being. The Lord admonishes all who will 
listen, saying, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 



thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). Christ is not asking us to do something that He and the Father have not done. 
God so loved that He "gave His only begotten Son" (John 3:16). What greater gift could He have given? 
Christ so loved us that "while we were yet sinners " He "died for us" (Rom. 5:8). What greater thing 
could the Savior do than give His own life so that men might through obedience to God's Word save 
themselves from their sins? 

To love God supremely will solve all of man's problems. He will obey the saving gospel (Rom. 
1:16). He will put off the old man and all his sinful ways (2 Cor. 5:17). He will strive to "walk in the light, 
as he is in the light... " (1 John 1:7). He will love his neighbor as himself (Matt. 22:39). His faith will 
be demonstrated by his actions as he seeks in all areas to do the Lord's will (cf. James 2:14-26). 

Yes, the time is now for all Christians to do those things that they know to do (cf. James 4:17)! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


