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 The Lord's church is not to be taken lightly. The body of Christ is not just some body, not just any 
body, or a body! It is the body of Christ meaning that there is no other body that can rightly be called the 
Lord's church (Eph. 4:4). 

The value of the Lord's church is clearly seen in the purchase price. All the silver and gold in this 
world could not purchase the Lord's church! The cost of the precious body of Christ is far greater than 
rubies, diamonds, or such precious stones. The Holy Scriptures reveal, "Take heed unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which 
he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). Christ purchased His church that He promised to 
build (Matt. 16:18) with His own shed blood. 

God's value of the church is seen in the giving of His only begotten Son to come to this world and die 
on Calvary's cross (John 3:16) so that the church might become a reality. Such a plan was not an 
afterthought or a spur of the moment decision. The Bible says, "and to make all men see what is the 
dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who created all things; to the intent that 
now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be made known through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
(Eph. 3:9-11). 

That which cost so much (the church) should always be treated with due respect. We place a value 
on the church by the manner in which we conduct ourselves toward it. A person's attitude toward the 
Lord's church is reflected in his actions that are displayed for all to see. One's conduct speaks volumes to 
visitors, members, and to the Lord. 

The value that some place on the Bible and Bible study is far too low. The Bible reveals to us 
the Christ and His church. One's faith or "belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Christ" (Rom. 10:17). The Word of God is to be studied and handled accurately so that one will not 
have need to be ashamed (2 Tim. 2:15). A Bible class affords people the opportunity to discuss their 
thoughts and to ask questions regarding the Scriptures. But then some do assemble for Bible study 
without a Bible! Let us use the noble Bereans as our example who "received the word with all 
readiness of the mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so " (Acts 17:11). 

The value that some place on assembling with the saints is far too low. The Hebrew brethren 
were reminded that they were not to forsake their "assembling together" (Heb. 10:25). Paul makes it 
clear that the brethren were expected to assemble together in the church. The phrases used in 1 
Corinthians 11 so depict by saying "when ye come together in the church" (v. 18), "when therefore ye 
assemble yourselves together" (v. 20), and "when ye come together" (v. 33). Please notice that the 
emphasis is on assembling together and not upon separate assemblies! Brethren who willfully plan to 
separate themselves from the assembly of the saints on the Lord's Day are wrong! If twenty or thirty 
members can choose to assemble in the mountains or by the lake whenever they please, then two or three 
members can do likewise. This reasoning will allow the membership to be scattered anywhere and 
everywhere in small groups with the local congregation empty and the doors locked on the Lord's 
Day! Neither will calling these gatherings "Men's Day," "Women's Day," "Leadership Retreat," "Youth 
Retreat," or "Young Married Retreat" make it right! Brethren, let us show our value of the Lord's church 
by assembling with the saints of a local congregation on the Lord's Day. 

The value that some place on their actions during the services of the church are far too low. 
Christians are to assemble together to worship - "in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). The word "worship" 
expresses the idea of profound reverence or adoration to God. If we assemble to do anything else other 



than worship God then our efforts are in vain. 
This means that one does not jump over the pews or race through the building just as the services 

come to an end. We are not concluding a gymnastics class nor have we assembled for a field and track 
meet. 

This means sleeping will be done at home. One cannot worship while asleep. Parents and children 
need to retire early enough Saturday night so they can stay awake during the services of the church. 

This means that the worship hour is devoted to honoring and glorifying God and not demonstrating our 
affections for one another. It is not "romance hour" whether one is unmarried or married. One's 
thoughts are to be on the songs that are sung, the prayers that are prayed, and the Scriptures that are 
being studied. 

Let us make sure that the value we place on the Lord's church is pleasing in His sight! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


