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 It is happening everywhere. It matters not whether a congregation is located in the city or the country 
- the plague of worldliness is crippling many members of the Lord's church! The Word of God no longer 
has the impact it once had upon the minds of many who profess to be Christians. 

God's warning is clear that man is not to "follow a multitude to do evil" (Exo. 23:2). Neither is the 
way of man within himself; "it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). Yet, as 
righteousness becomes even less popular than it once was, countless members of the Lord's church 
become more and more infatuated with denominationalism, gimmicks, and numbers. 

What has happened to the characteristics of loyalty, dedication, steadfastness, and commitment that 
marked God's people 50 or 60 years ago? The church of Christ was set forth as being unique and 
distinctive, and her members were not ashamed or embarrassed by such a fact. Does it not matter 
anymore that the Bible still says that "thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37)? How can one convince himself or herself that they 
are going to Heaven when they love others or things more than they love God? 

An increasing number of Christians turn their backs upon the Lord because of children or grandchildren 
who no longer (or never did) have any desire to faithfully serve in the Lord's army. It is now commonplace 
to see parents and grandparents following their loved ones into apostasy. Has the Word of God 
changed? Hardly! But these who choose to forsake the cause of Christ label those who faithfully 
proclaim the "whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27) as being unloving, uncaring, legalistic and negative. 

Is it the children or the parents who are ruling the home? One does not have to wonder when parents 
acquiesce to their children's demands for less Bible study and more entertainment! It was Joshua who 
rightfully said, "And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah " (Josh. 24:15). Joshua made it 
clear that his household would not be given the option of serving false gods. The wise man, Solomon, 
admonished, "Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from 
it" (Prov. 22:6). Parents are obligated to train their children in ways that are godly and right. The Holy 
Bible declares, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and mother 
which is the first commandment with promise, that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on 
the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admo-
nition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:1-4). In so many cases today it is the children who are doing the training of 
parents! The children pout, fuss, holler and scream until they get their way. The parents eventually give in 
to the children's demands so that there will be some semblance of peace in the home. 

It is obvious that the Christ is for sale today just as He was when Judas sold Him for thirty pieces of 
silver (Matt. 26:15). Have you ever wondered why congregations with the largest recreational facilities 
and youth ministers who excel in scheduling fun activities attract the majority of the young people? 
Young folks, by and large, are more interested in fun and games than in the serious study of God's Word. 

Spontaneity in worship (?) is in vogue today as perhaps never before. Most people do not desire to be 
bound by a pattern (Heb. 8:5; 2 Tim. 1:13). They prefer not to be restricted so that can rock and sway, 
shout and scream, and hold up their hands and testify instead of striving to see that "all things be done 
decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40). It needs to be remembered that "the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, He that taketh the wise in their craftiness: and again, The Lord 
knoweth the reasonings of the wise that they are vain. Wherefore let no one glory in men ... " (1 Cor. 3:19-
21). 



We plead with all who are members of the Lord's church to not turn their backs on the cause of 
Christ. "For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his life" (Matt. 16:26)? The choices we make in this life will determine our 
eternal destiny. 

Is the Christ for sale in your home? The Lord either has first place in our lives or no place at all. Parents 
contribute toward their children's souls being eternally lost when they refuse to stand firm and say as did 
Joshua, "but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah" (Josh. 24:15). There is the narrow and right 
way that leads to eternal life (Matt. 7:14). May Heaven's epitaph not read of you and me -"forsaking the 
right way, [he] went astray" (2 Pet. 2:15). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


