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 The Saturday, June 1, 2002 edition of the Dallas Morning News contained an article by Rae DeShong 
featuring the Highland Oaks church of Christ and their minister of twenty-five years, "Dr. Gary 
Beauchamp." This congregation that boasts of 2500 members has no respect for Bible authority and 
proved such by keeping this apostate preacher in the pulpit for so many years. They have multimillion-
dollar facilities but meet in homes throughout the city on Sunday evening and Wednesday night. The 
Bible declares that Christians are not to forsake "assembling together" (Heb. 10:25) and on the Lord's 
Day are commanded to assemble or "come together" (1 Cor. 11:20, 33). Dividing the congregation into 
"cells" or "groups" that meet in homes ignores the command to assemble together and makes it most 
convenient for false teaching to occur and thrive. 

The staff writer states that "Dr. Beauchamp... was raised in a tradition that sometimes has a reputation 
for rigidity and exclusiveness. But he says he has seen a change in the church over the years." Friends, this 
liberal preacher did all within his power to produce a change in the rigidity and exclusiveness of the New 
Testament church! When it comes to doctrinal matters, faithful members of the body will be rigid - not 
flexible and compromising, but fixed and steadfast (1 Cor. 15:58). The Lord's church is exclusive in that 
it does not divide, share, and fellowship with man-made denominations. "Dr. Beauchamp," however, with 
his "long arm of grace," desires to reach out and include those who demand flexibility in doctrinal matters! 

What we hear next is absolutely appalling! "Dr. Beau-champ" declares, "People used to go to church 
on doctrine; now people go on programs. The church has to do a really good job on programming. The 
churches that only do doctrine are dying." Folks, if you love the Lord and His Word, read again the above 
quote and weep! The change agent's message is clear: "Doctrine does not matter but programming does." 
You will notice, however, that "Dr. Beauchamp" does not quote Scripture for what he proudly proclaims. 
In fact, according to several sources who have visited Highland Oaks, "Dr. Beauchamp" seldom quotes 
the Scriptures. Why does that not come as a surprise? 

This graduate and strong supporter of ACU continues to explain that "people are not necessarily drawn 
to the church any longer because of its stance on biblical truth. People today are drawn to churches for what 
they offer them and their families." Does this statement not bring forth the righteous indignation of those 
who love God and His truths? Was the apostle Paul wrong in speaking "words of truth and soberness" ( 
Acts 26:25) to Festus? Wonder why an inspired apostle did not abandon truth and appeal to Festus with 
whatever program he could offer him? 

Is it truth or some program or gimmick that frees a person from his sins? Jesus said, "and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free " (John 8:32). The Psalmist 
speaks of the God "Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is; who keepeth truth for 
ever" (Psa. 146:6). But Beauchamp says that programming takes priority over doctrine and that what we 
offer folks takes priority over truth! Those like Beauchamp proclaiming his version of "the long arm of 
grace" is the reason that the Lord's church in many places is in such pathetic condition! 

The staff writer comments that "soon it sounds as if this Church of Christ minister has spent much of 
his 40-year career hoping to help people who may have experienced less grace than they have dogma." 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines "dogma" as follows: "Thelogy, A doctrine or a corpus of 
doctrines relating to matters such as morality and faith, set forth in an authoritative manner by a church." 
We are not speaking of man-made dogma, but "sound doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:10), the "good doctrine" 
Timothy followed (1 Tim. 4:6), and "the doctrine which is according to godliness" (1 Tim. 6:3). Brethren, 
God's grace does not negate His doctrine! 

God's Word is truth (John 17:17), and people will be judged by the Word of truth Christ spoke (John 



12:48) instead of "Dr. Beauchamp's programs." One last swipe is taken at the indispensable and 
unchangeable Word of God. Beauchamp opines, "People who were born and reared in legalism generally 
break out of that when they become independent. Then they go out into the world and experience some hurt 
and pain. They want to go back to church, but want to experience something less rigid and more positive." 
Translation - when children leave the homes of godly parents concerned with Bible truths Beauchamp and 
his kind will seek to convince them that programs matter most! 

Yes, we believe in God's grace, but not at the expense of His truths! God's grace is for those who 
abide by a "thus saith the Lord," and Beauchamp's long arm of grace will not cover those who choose 
programs over doctrine and truth (cf. Rom. 3:4)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


