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 The absence of boldness in those who profess to be children of God has caused the Lord's church 
much misery. Boldness is a characteristic sorely needed by those overseeing the Lord's church and those 
who are preaching and teaching God's Word. Without boldness the apostles would have never 
accomplished the task assigned to them. They were charged to not speak or teach in the name of Jesus 
(Acts 4:18). Peter and John did not have to think the matter over or consult with their families. The quick 
answer of these two men of God was bold and decisive. "But Peter and John answered and said unto 
them, Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye: for we 
cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard" (Acts 4:19-20). One can only weep as he 
contemplates the answer that many preachers and elders today would give if told not to speak or teach in the 
name of Jesus. 

The apostle Paul fervently prayed that he might open his mouth "to make known with boldness the 
mystery of the gospel" and that even though a prisoner he might speak boldly as he ought to speak (Eph. 
6:19-20). Doubt and confusion is not the message that is revealed in Holy Writ (Heb. 11:6; 1 Cor. 14:33). 
The straightforward message of the apostle Paul declares, "Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is " (Eph. 5:17). 

First, one must speak confidently and boldly regarding the Creator of this universe. Genesis 1:1 states 
both truth and fact will be accepted by one who truly believes. Herbert Spencer introduced five facts of 
science in the 1800's that are found in the first verse of God's Word. "In the beginning [time] God [force] 
created [action] the heavens [space] and the earth [matter]" (Gen. 1:1). We do not need preachers and 
teachers today who have only a vague ideal of what God meant in His revelation. Instead of creating doubt 
and uncertainty in the minds of folks, God's glorious truths need to be stressed and His unchangeable 
characteristics emphasized (cf. John 17:17; Rom. 3:4; Mal. 3:6). 

Second, one must boldly proclaim the gospel plan of salvation. The Savior promised to build His 
church (Matt. 16:18) and He did so purchasing it with His own blood (Acts 20:28). Thus, Christ has all 
authority (Matt. 28:18) and the right to set forth the terms of salvation (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 
Luke 24:46-47). The one and only gospel must be preached in its purity (Gal. 1:6-9) for it is the only power 
unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). A believer of what Christ has said will repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), make the 
good confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and be immersed for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). The 
Lord adds those who genuinely obey the gospel to His church (Acts 2:41, 47). 

The Lord and not man has the right to locate salvation, and He stipulates that it is located in Him (2 
Tim. 2:10). We must then boldly affirm that salvation is to be found only in Christ Jesus, and one is only 
in Christ if he has obeyed the gospel plan of salvation. 

Third, one must speak boldly about the Lord's church. Instead of apologizing for the church of Christ 
(Rom. 16:16), Christians need to stress that it is the only church that has the right to exist. The phrase 
"church of Christ" shows ownership and is not used as a proper name or a man-made denomination. 

Those who truly believe God's Word will boldly declare the differences between the Lord's church 
and the man-made churches that have no God-given right to exist. One will not be embarrassed that there 
is only one church authorized by God (Eph. 4:4). Christ wanted it to be understood that He was the head of 
His church that is said to be His body (Eph. 1:22-23). He promises to save only His body (Eph. 5:23) - the 
church! It then behooves people of the age of accountability to make sure that they are members of the 
Lord's church. Will those who defend man-made denominations wearing names honoring some man or 
woman be willing to inscribe on their building that "this is not a church of Christ?" Can one not see that 
there is indeed something in a name? 



Fourth, a Bible believer will boldly state that God's grace will not save one in his sins. Some folks 
who are living in sin and refuse to repent will say, " I'm just going to continue to live like I'm living and 
take my chances." Others say, "I'll just keep on doing the best I can under the circumstances and if God 
want to send me to Hell He will just have to do so." 

Friends, God will keep His Word! It is not His fault that people refuse to repent and continue to cling to 
that which is' sinful! It is, however, repent or perish (Luke 13:3). God’s wonderful grace is reserved for 
those who have hearts pricked by the gospel and will turn from their sins. The grace of God is not to be 
abused (Rom. 6:1). 

May we boldly stand firm for the cause of Christ! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


