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 God not only can but should be trusted when He addresses any subject! Herein lies the problem - 
man does not always do what he should do when it comes to believing and acting upon what God has 
decreed. 

The September 7, 2002 Dallas Morning News (Section G, Religion) reports that "the Rev. Carlton 
Pearson, the high-profile pastor of Higher Dimensions Family Church, is under fire from fellow 
evangelicals for teaching that almost everyone will be saved, even those who do not accept Jesus." This 
proclamation was even rejected by his [ultra liberal] alma mater, Oral Roberts University, and they 
removed Mr. Pearson from serving on the board of the school. 

Mr. Pearson stated, "Most people ... will go to heaven because of Calvary, because of the 
unconditional love of God and the redemptive work of the cross." The article ends by stating, "Hell is 
for those few who 'deny in their hearts that there is a creator, who have a disrespect for the deity'" 

Let us go back to the Bible. First, the Word of God teaches the opposite of Mr. Pearson regarding 
those who will be saved. The One who died on Calvary's cross declared, "Enter ye in by the narrow 
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that 
enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that 
find it" (Matt. 7:13-14). Mr. Pearson teaches that most people will go to Heaven and the Lord teaches that 
most people will be lost. What qualifies Mr. Pearson to be believed above God? 

Second, the Word of God teaches the opposite of Mr. Pearson regarding those who refuse to accept 
Christ and His teaching. The Bible says, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of 
Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son " (2 John 
9). Jesus has never given any hope of salvation to one that refuses He and His Word. Instead, the Master 
forthrightly declared, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). 

Third, the Word of God does not teach that "most people ... will go to heaven because of Calvary, 
because of the unconditional love of God and the redemptive work of the cross." These things are all a 
part of God's grand scheme of redemption but they do not negate man's obedience to the will of God. 
The truth of the matter is clearly stated by the apostle Paul who said that when the Lord returns He will 
render "vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: 
who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of 
his might" (1 Thess. 1:8-9). We are grateful for the love of God that allowed Christ to die for us while 
we were sinners (Rom. 5:8), but such does not mean that we can continue in sin, abuse God's grace 
(Rom. 6:1), and go to Heaven. 

Fourth, Mr. Pearson contends that Hell is reserved for those few who "deny in their hearts that there 
is a creator, [and] who have a disrespect for the deity." Does Mr. Pearson explain how is it possible for 
one to respect deity while refusing to accept Jesus? How can one respect deity and refuse to do the will of 
deity? 

The dictionary defines respect as a "willingness to show consideration or appreciation" and "the state of 
being regarded with honor or esteem." The Bible equates respect for God with doing His will. The Psalmist 
said, "Therefore I love thy commandments above gold, yea, above fine gold. Therefore I esteem all thy 
precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way" (Psa. 119:127-128). Moses told the 
children of Israel, "Ye shall observe to do therefore as Jehovah your God hath commanded you: ye shall 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. Ye shall walk in all the way which Jehovah your God hath 
commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in 



the land which ye shall possess" (Deut. 5:32-33). One does not respect God who refuses to do what God has 
commanded to be done! 

Jesus said, "If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments" (John 14:15). Can one "respect" deity 
while failing to love the Lord? Absolutely not! Mr. Pearson is thus wrong in contending that most people 
will be saved. Many who believe in a Creator and think that they respect God will be lost. It is as Christ 
said, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven " (Matt. 7:21). 

There is a plan of salvation available to all (Hear God’s Word - Rom. 10:14, Believe - Heb. 11:6, 
Repent - Luke 13:3, Confess - Rom. 10:9, and be baptized- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:27). To 
refuse to obey Christ is to be eternally lost (cf. Heb. 5:9). Is your trust in God or man? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


