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 The Bible pulls no punches in teaching God's glorious truths. The results of King Saul's fall are 
much different from the results of King David's fall. The same can be said for the denial of Peter and the 
denial of Judas Iscariot. Correct choices were available for all of these men but they did not all choose 
correctly. The Bible warns, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 
Cor. 10:12). The overt act of sin is preceded by the thought that comes from one's mind or heart. 

The Nature of David's Sin! David willingly committed adultery with Bathsheba and then attempted 
to hide the fact of his sin by having Uriah (Bathsheba' s husband) murdered (2 Sam. 11). David's 
problems began by him choosing to continue to look in the wrong direction. It is not always possible to 
avoid seeing that which is sinful, but it is wrong to continue casting a wishful eye in the direction of sin. 

David is not the only person to be led into the quagmire of sin because of a look. Eve saw the 
forbidden fruit and it was a delight to look upon and think about - so she took it and ate it (Gen. 3:1-
7). Lot's problems began when he looked at "well watered" plains around Sodom (Gen. 13:10). Let us 
make sure today that we do not look long in the direction that we should not be traveling. A sustained look 
at that which is forbidden by God's Word usually leads to a sinful thought or action. 

The Fruit of David's Sin! David's marriage to Bathsheba before the child was born did not cover 
the fact of his sin (2 Sam. 12:27). It is sad when one who claims to follow God gives his enemies 
ammunition to use against him and the cause of Christ. Nathan told David that his sinful deed had "given 
great occasion to the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme ... " (2 Sam. 12:14). Peter admonished, "Beloved, 
I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lust, which -war against the soul; 
having your behavior seemly among the Gentiles; that, wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, 
they may by your good works, which they behold, glorify God in the day of visitation" (1 Pet. 2:1 1-12). 
Those who claim to follow Christ must live honest and honorable lives before all so that God will be 
glorified. Let not the one who turns his back on the gospel and loses his soul be able to charge that it was a 
child of God who led him astray! 

The Confession of David! David is honest in that he makes no excuses for his sinful behavior. He 
does not try to justify the situation or appeal to extenuating circumstances. He does not attempt to place 
the blame for his sin on Bathsheba or anyone else. David simply confessed, "...I have sinned against 
Jehovah... " (2 Sam. 12:13). 

It is true that David sinned against Uriah but the king understands that he has also sinned against God. 
When members of the body of Christ realize that their sins are against God, Heaven, Christ and His 
church, they will quickly confess their sins and make every effort to never again bring shame and 
reproach upon the precious body of Christ (cf. Eph. 5:27). Do not forget the contrast God's Word draws 
between the publican and the Pharisee. "God, be thou merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13) is the genuine 
confession of a heart that has been pricked by truth. 

The Forgiveness of David! Nathan told David that. Jehovah had put away his sin (2 Sam. 12:13). 
God did not "condone" or "overlook" David's sin. The consequences and scars of David's sin remained 
ever before him but his repentance was genuine, and thus God forgave him. How sweet is God's grace 
and mercy and how comforting it is to know that if "we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). May we learn to trust in 
God's pardon from forgiven sins and learn to not look back to what could or should have been. Rather, 
let us strive to say as did the apostle Paul, "Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one 
thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are 
before. I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus " (Phil. 3:13-14). 



Jesus came to this earth to "seek and save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). John, in speaking of 
the Christ, said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29)! The prophet 
Isaiah reminds us that "Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, so that he will not hear" (Isa. 59:1-2). 

May we learn from David that it is through repentance and confession of our sins that we can be 
forgiven. Let us be thankful for God's grace and the Savior's shed blood, but let us never abuse God's grace 
by willful and continual sin (cf. Rom. 6:1). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


