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 The Colossian brethren had been ensnared by worldliness, lost in sin, and without hope. But 
now the apostle Paul describes them as "saints in light!" When we learn what the Colossians 
did to break the bondage of sin and become "partakers of the inheritance," we will also learn 
what qualified them as "saints in light. " 

Paul writes, "giving thanks unto the Father, who made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light: who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us 
into the kingdom of the Son of his love" (Col. 1:12-13, ASV). The New King James Version 
reads, "giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light, He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the 
kingdom of the Son of His love" (all emphasis in preceding verses mine, MLW). The Bible is very 
clear in communicating what one must do to be "made meet" or "qualified." 

First, the gospel must be heard. It is true that "belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). The Colossians were reminded "of the hope which is laid up for 
you in the heavens, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which is come 
unto you; even as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and increasing, as it doth in you also, 
since the day ye heard and knew the grace of God in truth" (Col. 1:5-6, emph. MLW). 

Second, the sinner must become aware of his lost condition and open his heart to receive 
God's truths. Many on the day of Pentecost asked, What must we do " (Acts 2:37)? Their hearts 
had been "pricked" (cut) by the spoken Word of God. In Acts 2:41 it is stated, "They then that 
received his word were baptized: and there were added unto them in that day about three 
thousand souls. " This process is emphasized again in the parable of the sower (cf. Matt. 13:18-
23). 

Third, belief plays a role in qualifying one for salvation. Jesus said, "Jesus answered and 
said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent" (John 6:29). 
The writer of Hebrews affirms the necessity of belief in saying, "And without faith it is 
impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him " (Heb. 11:6). 

Fourth, repentance must be forthcoming before one can be saved. The Bible says, "I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish " (Luke 13:3). The Word of God gives 
an excellent demonstration of genuine repentance in Matthew 21:28-31: "But what think ye? A 
man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to-day in the vineyard. And he 
answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented himself, and went. And he came to the 
second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. Which of the two 
did the will of his father? They say, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, that 
the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. " 

Fifth, confession is made unto salvation. One must acknowledge Christ's deity - that He is 
the only begotten of the Father. In Romans 10:10 Paul says, "for with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation " (cf. 1 Tim. 6:12-13). 
The Lord has promised to confess those before the Father who are willing to confess Him (Matt. 
10:32-33). 



Sixth, baptism finally places one  "into Christ" (Gal. 3:27). Baptism is a "burial" (Rom. 6:4), 
and God has stipulated that baptism is the act that "washes away" one's sins (Acts 22:16).  
Salvation is never promised in the New Testament to any unbaptized person after Pentecost! The 
Great Commission declares, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned (Mark 
16:15-16). 

When a person fully obeys through faith the commands of God's will, that person is then 
qualified to be saved. Thank God for His goodness and the gospel! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


