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 Many things that occur each day in this world are said to be important or significant. People exert 
tremendous energy, resources, and time to accomplish certain tasks. Why? Some desire praise for a job 
well done, others want the prestige or promotion, and another group feels obligated to be diligent in 
performing a duty. Are there lessons to be learned from comparing that which transpires in the physical 
realm to that which should occur in the church (spiritual realm)? Yes, there are indeed such lessons for us to 
contemplate. 

Christians should desire to hear the Father say, "Well done!" It has been said that God does not 
need anything or anyone. While it is true that God is self-sufficient, it is equally true that He intends for 
man to serve and glorify Him. The church is a vineyard that requires proper sowing, nurturing, and 
cultivation. As members of the blood-bought body, Christians should be acutely aware of their unique 
obligations and duties. Christ admonished, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself up for it; that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with 
the word, that he might present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5:25-27). 

Brethren, the church is precious! We should cherish the glorious privilege that is ours to represent 
the church of Christ in this world. Are you and I the kind of members that we should be? Faithful? 
Loyal? Dependable? Dedicated? Are we always ready to sacrifice, or do we look for ways to be 
excused? Will God be pleased with our efforts at representing the church at Rowlett, or will He find 
those efforts lacking in that day? 

Each member of this congregation needs to sincerely ask this question, "What if every member served, 
gave, and worshipped just as I do? " If it depended upon you, would there be any Bible classes to attend? 
Would there be a need to open the building on Sunday night or Wednesday evening? Would there even be 
a building in which to meet? Can the Lord depend upon you? A child of God should desire to hear His 
master say, "Well done!" Based upon our present commitment to Him, what would He say to us if He 
returned today? 

Christians should desire the reward of Heaven! Many people make sacrifice after sacrifice and 
burn the proverbial candle at "both ends" to please their employers of this world. They look forward to 
being rewarded in this life for such efforts but the anticipated reward may or may not be forthcoming. 

The apostle Paul told the brethren at Corinth, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in 
the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). What we choose to do for the Lord and His cause will last! No human will be able 
to steal or take credit for the work which we have done for the Master. No one will be able to sabotage the 
"treasures” we have laid up above. Every child of God should look forward with great anticipation to that 
eternal home where "he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away" (Rev. 21:4). 

We, as Christians, should love one another because of the great love that He manifested towards 
us. Johns reminds us of what we should never forget - "Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this cause the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not" (1 John 3:1). The Bible also states, "We love, because he first 
loved us " (1 John 4:19). 

If there were one in this world who had done so much for you, would you feel obligated to be a good 
and loyal friend? What would your attitude be toward one who had saved your life? What if someone 
rescued you from a burning home but in so doing lost his own life? Christ has paid the price to rescue you 



from an eternal hell if you will manifest love for Him and be submissive and obedient to His will. He is 
willing to be "the author of eternal salvation" to all those "that obey him" (Heb. 5:9). Jesus pleads, "If ye 
love me, ye will keep my commandments" (John 14:15). The clear message is that there is no good reason 
for members of the Lord's church to not be good friends with the Lord. 

Yes, there is a great work to be done in the Lord's vineyard throughout the world! There is also a great 
work to be done in the vineyard at Rowlett, and such involves the local members - you and me! Let us be 
worthy of the task and be willing to put our hands to the plough as we press forward for the cause of 
Christ. In so doing, may souls be saved and may the glory go to the Father above! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


