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 The July/August 1994 issue of Image magazine contains an article written by Tom Vermillion of 
Midland, Texas under the section Revisiting Scripture entitled, "Regarding The Role of Women." Let 
us view some quotes from that article and compare what man says with what God says. 

The generation now reaching adulthood has been weaned on cultural values that reject the 
notion of a patriarchal society (or organization) and the notion that women cannot rightly do 
everything once allotted only to men ... Women have broken into the ranks of every 
traditional male stronghold in society...the Supreme Court and lower federal courts make 
headline news almost daily with rulings that send a clear message that discrimination on the 
basis of sex is unlawful...even evil...Our women grew up in a world that taught them in every 
way and at every level that discrimination on the basis of sex is bigoted and immoral. They 
bring that cultural mandate into a church that says there are things women cannot do...simply 
because they are women. We now hear our younger women speak about the 'oppressive' 
church. They fearlessly ask why women can't be preachers or elders or adult Bible class 
teachers if they have the ability. As women expand their role to every corner of society, they 
will be asking more and more why the church discriminates and feeling more and more that it 
is wrong - especially when they can look across the street and see females standing in the 
pulpit or wearing clerical robes in other religious groups who also quote Scripture and 
worship God...But isn't it time we articulate a theology of family and church that is 
consistent with biblical truth and that makes sense to the generations growing up in America 
now? ... A woman serving as a corporate executive will not willingly give up the notion of 
being in leadership echelons unless we are quite convincing in a way that goes beyond, 
'Because God said so.' ... We may need to consider the possibility that we have supported a 
double standard regarding what submission in the body means for men and for women. For 
instance, men are to be in submission to one another and to their spiritual leaders. To stand 
before their leaders, to word a prayer, to read announcements, to ask sincere questions, to 
sing, even to hand their spiritual leader a communion tray is never considered a violation of the 
call to submission, unless it is done with a spirit of rebellion and arrogance. A body of ten can 
do all these things and never once be considered a spiritual leader in his congregation. But 
we assert that when a woman does any of these things in the presence of men, she violates the 
principle of submission. We will have to honestly and seriously consider whether Paul's 
injunctions were meant for all male/female relationships in the church or whether they were a 
reassertion of the husband's role of leadership in the family, which needed clarification in 
light of expanded women's roles in the church... We may need to jettison a theology that is 
limited by fear of 'what something might lead to' and exchange it for a more biblical theology 
based on a commitment to defend and support every person's right to exercise his or her 
spiritual gift in the body for the good of all (1 Cor. 12:7; 14:12, 26)...The under 40' end of 
our culture will not accept our mandates without biblical explanations that make sense. 
This writer personally disdains the manner employed by progressives in the Lord's church who 

claim to revisit the Scriptures! A liberal loophole is desired and thus a revisit of the Scriptures is 
needed! 

First, it matters not that the present generation believes that a woman can rightly do everything 
that a man can do in the church. Since when does a new generation become the pattern for Chris-
tians? A faithful child of God has the obligation to always "speak the things which befit the sound 
doctrine " (Titus 2:1). 

Second, women cannot rightfully serve as preachers, elders, and adult Bible class teachers of 
mixed classes because God has not given them the authority to do so! It matters not what man-made 
denominational religious groups may be doing across the street. Whether a thus saith the Lord makes 
sense to generations growing up in America now matters not one bit! God's Word is valid and 
binding even if all of mankind agrees that it does not make sense! God did not give women a 
leadership role in the church (1 Tim. 2:11-12). 

Third, a distinction must be made between engaging in congregational singing (a command from 



God) and standing before the congregation in a leadership role (teaching, preaching, serving at the 
Lord's table, etc.). Paul taught: "let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law. And if they would learn anything, 
let them ask their own husbands at home: for it is shameful for a woman to speak in the church" 1 Cor. 
14:34-35). Again, a general admonition declares, "Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjection. 
But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness" (1 
Tun. 2:11-12). Both man and woman cannot be in a position of leadership within the church. God has 
given such position to man! 

Fourth, "to fearlessly ask why a woman cannot be an elder" is to ignorantly or defiantly ask such 
as the Bible declares that an elder must be "the husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 3:2). 

Fourth, the complete lack of respect for the Holy Scriptures and God's divine will is seen in the 
statement that says, "A woman serving as a corporate executive will not willingly give up the notion 
of being in leadership echelons unless we are quite convincing in a way that goes beyond, 'Because 
God said so.'" 

Fifth, neither male nor female today will exercise the "spiritual gifts" the author alluded to in 1 
Corinthians 12:7 and 14:12, 26. Such gifts ended with the passing of the miraculous age of the church 
(cf. 1 Cor. 13:8-13). May we choose to serve God rather than the whims and wishes of the under 40 
segment of society and those who hurriedly revisit the Scriptures when the Scriptures clearly 
condemn what they desire to do. 

An "oppressive church?" Hardly! True freedom is only possible by knowing and obeying God's 
truths (John 8:32). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


