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 The average person will not admit that Satan can deceive him. Pride is a very dangerous thing 
and thus the warning, "Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov. 
16:18). The Bible also warns that to keep Satan from gaining an advantage over us we must not 
be "ignorant of his devices" (2 Cor. 2:11). The apostle Peter's admonition is plain and clear: "Be 
sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Satan will attempt to undermine one's faith in the Word of God. A lot of folks have faith 
but not just any type of faith will please Jehovah. Many people have sincerely placed their faith 
in some man or some earthly thing. A misplaced faith keeps Satan extraordinarily happy. The 
devil will not attack a person's empty and useless faith. 

Godly faith is rooted and grounded in the Word of God. Nothing else will suffice! The 
Scriptures declare, "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). 
A "faith" or "belief that pleases God comes only from hearing and obeying His Word. All the 
man-made creeds, doctrines, and dogmas that synods and councils can concoct do not glorify 
God but only detract from and are contrary to His inspired Word. The Word of God is complete (2 
Tim. 3:16-17) and thus something added to it is more than what the Holy Spirit revealed and 
something deleted from it is less than what the Holy Spirit revealed. Satan has won a victory 
when he persuades one to follow his feelings, whims, personal wishes or traditions. 

Satan will make it easy for one to sin by a constant display of the pleasures of sin. It is in 
error to teach that sin is never pleasurable. The writers of Hebrews records that Moses chose 
"rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season" (Heb. 11:25). Common sense should reveal to one that sin would not be nearly so 
popular if it did not yield some type of gratification to the participant. 

The world always beckons one to run in the direction that the majority are running. Jesus 
taught, "Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the 
way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it" (Matt. 7:13-14). The excuse that 
"everyone else is doing it" does not make it right! Such an excuse will be of little comfort in the 
day of judgment! 

God's Word has long taught that "thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil ... " (Exo. 23:2). The 
apostle John plainly states, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever" (1 John 
2:15-17). The devil will always show you all the glitter and glamour associated with the pleasures 
of sin, but he never gives you a single glimpse of the consequences of living a worldly life. The 
heart-ache, pain, agony and suffering from a guilty conscience and even the disease of sin is the 
Devil's best kept secret. 

Satan is talented when it comes to guile and deceit. Christ is the opposite of the devil for the 
Lord "did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth" (1 Pet. 2:22). On the other hand, Satan "was a 
murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof. " (John 8:44). 

The devil may fashion himself into a spiritual guide but he is far from one who represents the 



truth. God told Eve concerning the fruit of the tree in the midst of the garden, "Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die" (Gen. 3:3). The crafty serpent persuades Eve to disobey God's 
command as he cries, "...Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3:4-5). "And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and she gave also unto her 
husband with her, and he did eat" (Gen. 3:6). 

Friends, nothing has changed with the way the devil operates today in his quest for the souls of 
men. He is the great deceiver and cannot be trusted. The devil continues today to effectively use 
man-made doctrines, traditions, and human thinking to corrupt the precious gospel of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Whether it is instrumental music, the wearing of robes and titles, 
counting of beads, lighting of candles, or substituting how to succeed seminars or Andy of 
Mayberry episodes for the gospel - don't believe Satan! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


