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 Nothing is more crucial to the spiritual well being of the church than having godly men serving as 
elders. If elders in the Lord's church would take their scriptural task seriously it would end the liberalism 
and immorality that runs rampant in many congregations. "Holding to the faithful word, " exhorting in 
sound doctrine, and convicting the gainsayers (Titus 1:9) is not popular with the masses and thus is not 
practiced in most churches of Christ. 

It is amazing that many brethren today believe in miracles but not in godly elders. The qualifications 
for elders are found in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. The apostle Peter's exhortation to elders is found in 1 
Peter 5:1-4. Some brethren do not intend to submit to anyone (including the Lord) so they oppose elders 
by offering the unbiblical suggestion that it is impossible for one today to meet the qualifications an elder 
must possess. Other brethren wrongly argue that no one man must meet all the qualifications of an elder, 
but that the plurality of men are to "collectively" meet all the qualifications. 

An elder must "desire" (1 Tim. 3:1) to serve as an elder, but this does not mean that he resorts to 
campaigning as would a politician. Godly men willingly serve as elders because they love the Lord and 
His church - not because they are nagged, pressured or forced into serving! 

Some brethren admit that the Bible authorizes elders but then quickly state that they are only 
examples to the church. This is but a futile effort to sidestep the authority of elders. No, godly elders do 
not make laws, but they do boldly and conscientiously enforce God's laws. The writer of Hebrews clearly 
affirms the authority of elders in admonishing the brethren to "remember them that had the rule over you" 
(13:7), "obey them that have the rule over you" (13:17), and "salute them that have the rule over you" 
(13:24). How can elders "rule well" (1 Tim. 5:17) if they do not have the authority to rule at all? Just 
being an example is not ruling! Thayer's Greek Lexicon notes that the word "rule" means "to set over, to be 
over, to superintend, to preside over." 

The Holy Scriptures clearly outlines three awesome responsibilities of godly elders. First, elders must 
be committed to feeding the flock. But if an elder is negligent in feeding himself he cannot be depended 
upon to see that the Lord's church is fed! Speaking to the Ephesian elders the apostle Paul said, "Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the 
church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). 

Brethren today need to learn what constitutes spiritual food. Paul commanded Timothy: "hold the 
pattern of sound words which thou hast heard from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 
1:13). Timothy was also admonished: "But abide thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them. And that from a babe thou hast known the sacred 
writings which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 
3:14-15). The final charge of Paul to Timothy was to "preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Notice that Timothy was to abide in the things he had learned - the sacred writings that made him 
wise unto salvation. Now he is to "preach the word" whether popular or not! The point is that "Andy of 
Mayberry" is powerless to save the souls of men and godly elders will not allow such foolishness under 
the guise of "Bible study." 

Second, godly elders are "able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers" (Titus 
1:9). The retort regarding an elder being "apt to teach" (1 Tim. 3:2) -apt to teach anything - is no longer a 
laughing matter as it is far too true! Bible preaching is not tolerated by most and Scripture and verse 
teaching is ridiculed by those of liberal persuasion. Far too many who profess to be members of the Lord's 
church are turned off  by too much Scripture. But bring on "Andy of Mayberry" and those who call them-



selves "elders" are "apt" to go for it! 
Third, godly elders are to "rule well" (1 Tim. 5:17). They will indeed be godly "examples" and will 

have no desire to lord it over the charge allotted to them (1 Pet. 5:3). Such does not dispense with their 
ability to "judge righteous judgment" (John 7:24), but it does mean that the decisions they reach will be in 
accordance with God's Word and His will. 

Godly elders watch in behalf of souls "as they that shall give account" (Heb. 13:17). They take the time 
and are willing to oversee, feed, protect and be a proper example to the flock that has selected them to serve. 
There is coming a day of reckoning for every child of God. Every Christian needs to remember this great 
truth and act accordingly. 

We need to pray fervently for more godly elders so that the Lord's church will prosper spiritually. 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


