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 One must not forget the cross of Christ as he contemplates his role as a servant in the kingdom. The 
Lord stated that His "meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work" (John 4:34). He 
willingly bore Calvary's cross because of His desire to serve and please the Father. Such being the case, it 
is no wonder that the apostle Paul continued to remind the Corinthians of "Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). The Lord's flawless desire to serve the Father is demonstrated in His prayer while 
He agonized in the Garden - "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). 

Jesus Christ teaches us valuable lessons about possessing a servant spirit. It is the nature of man to 
desire to be exalted to position of special honor. Far too many professing Christians become "bent out of 
shape" if they are not allowed to be recognized and bask in the limelight! Such an attitude always leads to 
trouble. James and John desired positions of high honor in the kingdom and when the other apostles 
learned of such request they were "moved with indignation " (Matt. 20:20-24). The apostles were content 
to selfishly argue about supremacy in the kingdom while the Savior humbly taught about humility and 
service. In many congregations today, this wrong attitude of the apostles is alive and flourishing. Such 
ought not to be if one is a follower of Christ. 

Many brethren today believe that certain tasks are beneath them. They become offended if asked to 
do things not likely to receive praise and glory. All need to remember that when no one else would 
volunteer to do so the Lord and Savior "took a towel, and girded himself. Then he poureth water into the 
basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded" 
(John 13:4-5). The one who was rightfully called "Lord" performed the task that the apostles were unwilling 
to do. What a lesson to be learned for all who are prone to quibble over serving in the Lord's church! 

The apostle Paul teaches valuable lessons about possessing a servant spirit. Upon being 
confronted about their service to the Lord many quickly ask, "What do I have to give up?" So many are 
willing to forgo so few of their rights and liberties in order to faithfully serve the Lord. Are you willing to 
give up your family religion? Paul did just that. Don't you know that such a decision greatly offended 
many of his relatives! Paul said, "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the 
feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God, 
even as ye all are this day" (Acts 22:3). Paul willingly gave up a position of honor, glory, fame, respect and 
authority among men to follow in the footsteps of the Master. Are we today willing to do as Paul did in 
order to be faithful to the cause of Christ? 

Faithfully following the Master will involve a life  of self-denial. Jesus taught His disciples, "If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). It is 
not popular in our society to say "no" to the world and to the lust of the flesh. But Luke's account of Jesus' 
statement reminds us that such must be done on a "daily" basis (cf. Luke 9:23)! 

A Christian is taunted by the world to exalt himself and be trampled underfoot by those who will use 
him for a stepping stone. However, the Word of God admonishes the child of God to do "nothing 
through faction or through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each counting other better than 
himself; not looking each of you to his own things, but each of you also to the things of others" (Phil 
2:3-4). The way "up" really is promoting, serving and honoring others instead of self. The Lord said, "For 
every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted" (Luke 
14:11). 

Will we choose to deny earthly riches and human respect and praise in order to serve the Lord? Christ 
made it very clear that "the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things; and they scoffed 



at him. And he said unto them, Ye are they that justify yourselves in the sight of men; but God knoweth your 
hearts: for that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God" (Luke 16:14-15). 

The Lord's mission should be our mission. Jesus came to this world "to seek and save that which 
was lost" (Luke 19:10). The Lord is now back in Heaven at the right hand of the Father (Acts 7:55) and 
He thus depends upon His followers (Christians) to faithfully serve in His kingdom (the church). Do we 
ask what we can do for the church or what the church can do for us? The difference is as obvious as 
daylight and dark. 

May we have a servant spirit and willingly follow in the footsteps of the Master as a faithful and loyal 
soldier who loves and appreciates the kingdom and gladly puts it first! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


