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 The apostle Paul realized he had an obligation to preach the gospel. This obligation is clearly set 
forth in Paul saying, "For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid 
upon me; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16). The gospel of salvation 
must be heralded forth for people to be saved. According to Thayer's Greek Lexicon, the word 
"preach" (kerusso) means "to be a herald, to officiate as a herald, to proclaim after the manner of a 
herald always with the suggestion of formality, gravity and an authority which must be listened to 
and obeyed ... 2) to publish, to proclaim openly: something which has been done ... 3) used of the 
public proclamation of the gospel and matters pertaining to it..." 

The fact of preaching implies that there is a preacher. Strong's Exhaustive Concordance defines 
kerusso as "to herald (a public crier), especially divine truth (the gospel): KJV - preacher (-er), 
proclaim, publish." Those who deny that there is no scriptural authority to support the position of 
a gospel preacher simply have failed to do their homework in the inspired Scriptures. The apostle 
Paul knew the necessity of preaching the Word and thus said, "How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent? even as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that bring glad tidings of good things" (Rom. 10:14-15)! 

In the above verses Paul is addressing the original proclamation of the gospel. As Robert 
Whiteside states: 

It is a perversion of Paul's language to use it to prove that a preacher now cannot preach 
unless the church sends him. It is also an argument contrary to facts, for a man can go out 
now and present the gospel of Christ without being sent by any church or any man. But the 
original proclamation of the gospel required men whom the Lord qualified and sent. If Jesus 
had not sent them, they could not have proclaimed the gospel. We are now just as dependent 
upon the preaching of these men whom Jesus sent as the people were to whom they went 
personally. They are the ones who brought the message (Commentary on Romans, pp. 
219-220). 

It is understood and true that the Lord sent out the first gospel preachers. Preachers today are 
still sent forth by the authority of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16). The motive 
of the gospel preacher is to please and glorify God (Gal. 1:10) by reproving, rebuking and exhorting 
"with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). In so doing souls will be saved (1 Tim. 4:16) and 
the Lord's church will be edified (Rom. 14:19). Peter (Acts 2), Philip (Acts 8:5, 12, 30-40), and Paul 
(Acts 17:17-29; 1 Cor. 2:1-5) are three faithful preachers who effectively preached the glorious gos-
pel. 

The apostle Paul understood that preaching is what God has chosen to save souls. Paul stated, 
"For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's 
good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). Are 
souls still lost today? Is the gospel still God's power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16)? The answer to 
these questions is "Yes," and thus there is still a need for preachers to proclaim the gospel. Paul   
"robbed other churches, taking wages of them" (2 Cor. 11:8) that he might freely minister to the 
Corinthians. The word "robbed" is used to note that Paul took financial help from other 
congregations but they gave to him of their own free will. The Philippian brethren supported Paul 



again and again in preaching the gospel (Phil. 4:15-16). 
The Bible makes it abundantly clear that it is the gospel that is to be preached. This is what Paul 

admonished young Timothy to do - "preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2). The purpose of a gospel 
preacher is not to make folks feel good while living in sin, but to "prick" honest hearts to repent 
from their sins and be baptized into Christ Jesus for the remission of those repented sins (Acts 2:37-
38). 

The "social gospel" that is proclaimed in most pulpits today will not save man's soul! Putt-putt 
golf, T-ball, baseball and softball, Six-Flags trips, ski trips, Easter egg hunts and such like that "youth 
ministers" use Bible class time to prepare for will not save the soul! Neither will souls be saved by 
all the social and recreational activities for young and old that occur in the "family life center" that 
was purchased with money that could have been used to preach the glorious gospel! 

One who does not preach the gospel (the whole counsel of God - Acts 20:27) should not be  
called a gospel preacher. He who chooses to exercise the option not to preach the pure gospel of 
Christ exercises an option that God did not give him. Preachers, preach the gospel! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


