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 The challenge is set before the child of God to live righteously. Christians must be willing to deny 
"ungodliness and worldly lusts " and "live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world" (Titus 
2:12). Followers of Christ will find that they are "out of step" with the world. The apostle Peter pleaded, 
"Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lust... " (1 Pet. 2:11). Do we 
consider ourselves "foreigners" in this world in which we live or are we quite comfortable with our 
citizenship here? 

The duty of a child of God during his earthly sojourn is clear. The Holy Scriptures declare, "And be not 
fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove 
what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:2). The world will always strive to 
entice people to conform to its worldly ways and ideas. However, for those who are committed to living 
righteously, a transformation in their mind and character will allow them to be "the light of the world" 
(Matt. 5:14). 

Bible examples of those who chose to live righteously should encourage us. Noah was determined to 
stand for God even if he had to stand alone. Such conviction is sorely needed in members of the Lord's 
church today. Noah preached for 120 years (cf. Gen. 6:3) but was only able to save his own family. By 
worldly standards Noah is unproductive and unsuccessful. Even sadder is the fact that many who claim 
membership in the Lord's church consider Noah a terrible failure. Why? Noah's preaching did not produce 
enough results - only eight souls were saved. But God's Word calls Noah "a preacher of righteousness" (2 
Pet. 2:5)! 

May we as preachers today be willing to imitate Noah and preach the gospel in its purity! It will make 
a difference in judgment as to whether the world or Christ has considered us to be successful. 

Daniel was determined to not compromise godly principles in order to win friends and influence his 
neighbors. He "purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king's dainties, nor with the 
wine which he drank... " (Daniel 1:8). It is sad to realize that many of our "enlightened" brethren today 
would have encouraged Daniel to engage in "social drinking." 

Daniel was also determined to petition God in prayer as he had always done even though a law was 
signed forbidding such prayer (Dan. 6:10). The law of the land has never nor will it ever take precedence 
over the law of God! Daniel understood what many fail to comprehend today. 

Christians have an obligation to "render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's" (Mark 12:17). But as Peter affirmed when charged not to teach God's truths in 
Jerusalem, "We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). If a Christian is to live righteously there can 
be no other choice! 

Christ is the ultimate example of one who chose to live righteously in a sinful world. Peter reminds 
Christians that "hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
that ye should follow his steps: who did not sin, neither was guile found in his mouth" (1 Pet. 2:21-
22). Jesus is our example in resisting temptation and choosing to live righteously. The Hebrews writer 
reminds us, "For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one 
that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15). 

Those who choose to live righteous lives can expect opposition from the world. First, those who prefer to 
live ungodly lives will reject the righteous. The apostle Peter made it clear that those who choose to walk in 
"lasciviousness, lusts, winebibbing’s, revellings, carousings, and abominable idolatries " will think it 
"strange" that a Christian will not participate in their ungodliness. 

Second, the world will hate those who choose to follow the Lord. Jesus said, "If the world hateth you, 



ye know that it hath hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you "(John 
15:18-19). 

Third, Christians can expect to be persecuted by those who do not respect God or sacred matters. The 
Lord made it clear that such would occur, saying, "...If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you... " 
(John 15:20). 

Some brethren are convinced it is a shame to be rejected or hated, and they will gladly compromise the 
Bible's teaching regarding the church and Christianity if persecution can be avoided. The Lord thus 
warned, "And he that doth not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:38). 

Let us choose to fight the good fight, finish the course, and keep the faith (2 Tim. 4:7). Only by living 
righteously will we receive the "crown of righteousness" (2 Tim. 4:8). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


