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 The Jews were returning to their homeland from Babylonian captivity. Zechariah sounded a call for the 
people to repent. The prophet said, "Jehovah was sore displeased with your fathers. Therefore say thou 
unto them, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Return unto me, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will return unto 
you, saith Jehovah of hosts. Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets cried, saying, Thus 
saith Jehovah of hosts, Return ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not 
hear, nor hearken unto me, saith Jehovah" (Zech. 1:2-4). Their fathers had refused to hear God's prophets 
and seventy years of exile was the price paid for rejecting God's Word. 

Delegates from Bethel now inquire about the relevance of fasting in view of their release from captivity. 
God's law demanded one day of fasting in the seventh month on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:37). The 
people had, however, instituted fasts to commemorate numerous calamities - the burning of the temple, the 
beginning of the siege, the capture of Jerusalem, and the murder of Gedaliah. Thus, God answers, 
"...When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and in the seventh month, even these seventy years, did ye at 
all fast unto me, even to me? And when ye eat, and when ye drink, do not ye eat for yourselves, and drink 
for yourselves" (Zech. 7:5-6)? These additional "fasts" were not authorized by God nor were they for His 
benefit. They were only for the benefit of the people who were wallowing in their self-pity. 

There are two eternal principles that would have benefited the people of Zechariah's day and they would 
also benefit all people today. First, God says, "... Why transgress ye the commandments of Jehovah, so that 
ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken Jehovah, he hath also forsaken you" (2 Chron. 24:20). 
Second, Isaiah declared that "the word of our God shall stand forever" (Isa. 40:8). If the people of Je-
rusalem had not refused to heed and obey God while the city "was inhabited and in prosperity" (Zech. 
7:7), there would have never been the occasion to introduce these feasts lamenting their afflictions. Is it 
any different today? Let us now observe how so very many continue to fail to hear and heed God's words 
of truth. 

First, most people are convinced that they have the right to attend the church of their choice. The truth 
of the matter is that we have no rights except those given to us by God. Denominationalism comes from 
man - not God! The Lord promised to build His church (Matt. 16:18). No man has the right to establish 
his own church in an attempt to draw people away from the Lord's church. Christ is the "head over all 
things to the church, which is his body" (Eph. 1:22-23). There is only "one body" (Eph. 4:4) and it was 
purchased not with man's blood, but by the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28). It is indeed true that "except 
Jehovah build the house, they labor in vain that build it... " (Psa. 127:1). "Should ye not hear the words 
which Jehovah cried?" 

Second, women are now demanding to be placed in positions of leadership within the church. Even those 
who now balk at letting a woman preach will let her teach a class where men are present. When people 
want only to be "politically correct," it matters not to them what God has said regarding the matter. God's 
Word states that women are to "keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). The apostle Paul further instructs 
young Timothy who is to teach others (2 Tim. 2:2) that a woman is to "learn in quietness with all 
subjection" and is not "to teach, nor to have dominion over a man... " (1 Tim. 2:11-12). Again we ask, 
"Should ye not hear the words which Jehovah cried?" 

Third, most people today advocate "unity in diversity" so that everyone can worship as they please 
and not as it pleases God. Christ clearly and firmly taught, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:24, emph. MLW). The Ephesians were commanded to diligently "keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace " (Eph. 4:3). The "unity of the Spirit" is again set forth when the 



Lord fervently prayed that "they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee... " (John 
17:21). The apostle Paul did not advocate "unity in diversity" when he implored the Corinthian brethren to 
"all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). "Should ye not hear the words which Jehovah 
cried?" 

The entertainment craze that demands "family life centers" (palatable language for gymnasiums) 
glorifies men "youth ministers" but not God. It is God who is to be worshipped (John 4:24) and not man's 
every felt need. Many choose to support entertainment instead of missionaries. "Should ye not hear the 
words which Jehovah cried?" 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


