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 One who desires to go to Heaven must repent of his sins. Jesus ties repentance with forgiveness in 
saying, "Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him" (Luke 17:3). 
To fail to repent is to fail to obtain forgiveness. Repentance is defined by Thayer as: "to change one's 
mind (heart), that is, to repent; to change one's mind (heart) for the better, to amend heartily with 
abhorrence of one's past sins." 

Many definitions and ideals regarding repentance are woefully inadequate. To assist us in 
understanding what godly repentance is, let us first study what does not constitute godly repentance. 

First, godly repentance is not simply being sorry for our sins. The Bible teaches that there is a right 
kind of sorrow and a wrong kind of sorrow. The apostle Paul affirms this truth in saying to the Corinthian 
brethren, "I now rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye were made sorry unto repentance; for 
ye were made sorry after a godly sort, that ye might suffer loss by us in nothing. For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance unto salvation, a repentance which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death" (2 Cor. 7:9-10). Godly sorrow works or produces repentance because the person has a 
sincere desire to correct his sinful wrongdoing and live a life that pleases God. Worldly sorrow produces 
only spiritual death because the motivation (whatever it may be) is not to please God by conforming to His 
will.  

Second, godly repentance is not simply remorse over being caught in a sinful act. One may be 
embarrassed and sorry for his family's sake that his sin is now known by the general public. He may 
also be sorry that he was not more careful so that he would not be caught. This type of worldly sorrow, 
however, is not godly sorrow that leads to genuine repentance. 

Third, godly repentance is not simply making a change in the congregation that one attends. God's 
Word has long taught that a person's sin will find him out (Num. 32:23). Many brethren today when 
confronted because of their sinful actions (or when their sin becomes known) simply make the decision to 
change congregations. Brethren, just because others do not know about our sins does not mean that those 
sins have been repented of! We may indeed hide our sins from our fellowman, but we cannot hide our sins 
from God (cf. Heb. 4:12-13). 

Fourth, godly repentance is not simply slipping back in to the services of the Lord's church. 
Sometimes brethren quit attending the services of the church and are out of duty for months or years 
before deciding to begin attending again. There is surely no more public and known sin than that of 
forsaking the assembly of the saints (cf. Heb. 10:25). 

One who is employed by some company does not walk away from his job one day only to return 
months or years later anticipating to resume his normal duties and to receive full salary while not saying 
one word about his absence. Why do we convince ourselves that standards for worldly organizations are 
higher than those standards for the Lord's church? One's confession needs to be as public as his sins if 
repentance is genuine (cf. Jam. 5:16; 1 John 1:9). 

Let us now focus on what godly repentance is. First, godly repentance is a change of mind about 
myself. I am concerned about my spiritual condition and desire to do what is godly and right. I 
understand that the sin I am committing will not be excused just because I am the one committing it. The 
sorrow for my wrongdoing will lead to a change of heart and purpose. 

Second, godly repentance is a change of mind about sin. No longer is sin a lighthearted matter but 
rather something that is hated and abhorred. When one is no longer attempting to justify his sinful actions he 
will see sin for what it is. Drunkenness (Gal. 5:19) will no longer be called a disease, homosexuality (1 Cor. 
6:9) will no longer be called an alternate lifestyle, and fornication (1 Cor. 6:9) will no longer be winked 



at as one "sowing wild oats." 
Third, godly repentance is a change of mind leading to a change in conduct. It was Hosea who said, 

"They return, but not to him that is on high..." (Hosea 7:16). One may return to some duties or engage 
in some external exercises but if he has not truly returned to God all these other things are to no avail. 

John the baptizer taught the people to "bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance" (Matt. 3:8). 
Jesus said that "by their fruits ye shall know them" (Matt. 7:20). The prodigal son is an outstanding 
example of one who truly repented. He extracted himself from the hog pen of sin and admitted his sinful 
situation was his fault. He returned to his father and said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight: I am no more worthy to be called your son: make me as one of thy hired servants" (Luke 15:18-19). 

Let us make sure our repentance from sin is godly repentance! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


