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 The cross, a curse for all mere humans, was a triumphant moment in the life of Jesus Christ. Having 
died on Calvary's cross it can now be said, "having despoiled the principalities and the powers, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it" (Col. 2:15). Men did all within their power to keep 
Christ in the tomb but to no avail (1 Cor. 15:4; Luke 24:1-6). The Lord's greatest triumph over Satan 
now comes by way of the cross. 

The cross of Christ was a triumph over sin. Satan never advertises sin for what it really is. "The 
sting of death is sin ... but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(1 Cor. 15:56-57). The Roman brethren were reminded that "the wages of sin is death... " (Rom. 6:23). 
Since all have sinned (Rom. 3:23), all were hopelessly lost had not Christ triumphed over sin. 

Of Christ it is said that "now once at the end of the ages hath he been manifested to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself (Heb. 9:26). What the blood of bulls and goats could not do (Heb. 10:4), Christ 
"through his own blood, entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption" 
(Heb. 9:27). 

Those who have "put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27) by obeying the gospel have access to the blood of Christ 
and the forgiveness of their trespasses, "according to the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1:7). Repentance 
must always precede forgiveness (Luke 13:3), but then the sins one has repented of will be remembered 
against him no more (Heb. 8:12). This is quite a contrast to the old law were there was "a remembrance 
made of sins year by year " (Heb. 10:3). 

The cross of Christ was a triumph over the Old Law. The Bible teaches us that "if that first 
covenant had been faultless, then would no place have been sought for a second" (Heb. 8:7). Though 
many today advocate that "Christians" are subject to part of the Law of Moses, such could not be 
farther from the truth! Paul reminds the Ephesian brethren that Christ forgives their trespasses and 
assures them, saying, "having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the cross" (Eph. 2:15). Ever consistent in his 
teaching, Paul tells the brethren at Colossae that Christ "having abolished in the flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two one new 
man, so making peace" (Eph. 2:15). 

The inspired writer to the Hebrews says, "And for this cause he is the mediator of a new 
covenant, that a death having taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the 
first covenant, they that have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where a 
testament is, there must of necessity be the death of him that made it. For a testament is of force where 
there hath been death: for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth" (Heb. 9:15-17). Yes, at 
His death on the cross Christ triumphed over the Old Law of Moses. 

The cross of Christ was a triumph over death. The death of Christ put to an end to the fear of death 
for all who "die in the Lord" (Rev.  14:13). Paul, writing to young Timothy, said that Christ "abolished 
death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel" (2 Tim. 1:10) Isaiah prophesied this 
truth some 750 years before the cross.  Isaiah proclaimed, "He hath swallowed up death for ever; and the 
Lord Jehovah will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the reproach of his people will he take 
away from off all the earth: for Jehovah hath spoken it" (Isa. 25:8). 

Salvation (eternal life) is located in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 2:10). This is why Jesus could say to Martha, "I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this" (John 11:25-26)? 

The cross of Christ was a triumph over Satan. It is true that Satan bruised Christ's heel (the 



effort to destroy Him on the Roman cross) but the good news for Christians is that Christ bruised Satan's 
head (cf. Gen. 3:15). The Lord's atonement and triumphant resurrection were for the purpose of 
destroying "the works of the devil" (1 John 3:8). 

It is sin that separates man from God (Isa. 59:2). Christ was willing, however, to empty Himself of 
some of the glory that was His (Phil. 2:6-7) and become flesh and dwell among us (John 1:14) to defeat 
Satan and the stranglehold of sin. The Savior was willing to partake of flesh and blood "that through death 
he might bring to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the devil" (Heb. 2:14). 

May it never be said of us that we are "enemies of the  cross of Christ" (Phil. 3:18)! Rather, let our 
attitude be that of Paul who said, "But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world" (Gal. 6:14). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


