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 The epitaphs of those who are buried in the "boot hill" cemeteries of the Old West may be more 
honest than most of those found in modern cemeteries of today. Instead of everyone being "Asleep in 
Jesus" an old western epitaph might read, "Horse Thief, Hanged in 1869." 

The Lord surely knows the hearts of all men and most assuredly those who profess to be His people. 
If the Savior chiseled inscriptions on tombstones it would certainly capture the attention of those who 
visit the graveside of departed friends and loved ones. There would be epitaphs as follows: 

"Here lies a traitor to the cause of Christ." Judas Iscariot is remembered for betraying the Lord 
for thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:15). Many today profess that they would never follow in the 
footsteps of Judas. But they do as they forsake the Lord's cause for wealth, power, prestige, social 
standing, popularity and pleasure! 

God is the one to be worshipped and glorified but many are so in love with self (2 Tim. 3:1) that they 
fall far short of seeking "first his kingdom and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). Jesus makes clear His 
expectations of His disciples in saying, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). 

One who sells out to Satan and the world is described by the apostle Paul as a person "whose end is 
perdition, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things " (Phil. 
3:19). 

"Here lies one who was indifferent to Jehovah's plea." The warning to the children of Israel was to 
"beware lest thou forget Jehovah, who brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage" (Deut. 6:12). Many today quickly forget "a thus saith the Lord" and manifest their desire to 
remain "neutral" with regard to spiritual matters. It will not bode well in the Day of Judgment for one 
who exhibits such apathy. The Lord made it abundantly clear that He detests indifference when He said to 
the church in Laodicea, "So because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of 
my mouth " (Rev. 3:16). 

One who desires to go to Heaven will be committed to standing for and doing the will of God. The 
situation and circumstance that one finds himself in does not determine whether allegiance or 
indifference is the character trait to display. The words of Jesus dispose of "fence straddling" in saying, 
"He that is not with me is against me..." (Matt. 12:30). 

"Here lies an unbeliever who would never obey the will of God." The Holy Scriptures reveal 
that it is the fool who say, "There is no God... " (Psa. 14:1). The Psalmist proclaimed, "The heavens 
declare the glory of God; And the firmament showeth his handiwork" (Psa. 19:1). Some do not believe 
in an eternal Hell even though Christ warned, "And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 
Some do not believe in a law of pardon but "the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). Others deny the 
necessity of baptism for salvation but Jesus said, "Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). 

Many believe that a man-made way of salvation is preferable to God's way of salvation, but the Lord 
again declares, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me" 
(John 14:6). The Holy Scriptures make it abundantly clear that those who are saved will be those who 
do the Lord's will instead of their own will (Matt. 7:21-23). 

Here lies an apostate who renounced the church and her Head! Christ is the head of His church 
which is designated as His body (Eph. 1:22-23). Brethren of modernistic and liberal persuasion who 
desire to restructure the Lord's church to suit their own personal whims and wishes have fallen "away 



from the faith" (1 Tun. 4:1). They applaud the "doctrine of demons" (4:1) instead of the pure and unadul-
terated Word of God. The apostle Peter describes this last state as being worse than the first. He says, 
"For it were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn 
back from the holy commandment delivered unto them " (2 Pet. 2:21). 

Here lies a hypocrite who pretended to love me but did not. Again and again Jesus warned,   
"Woe unto you, scribes, and Pharisees, hypocrites" (Matt. 23:13, 14,15, 16, etc.). Some serve only to be 
seen of men - they have their reward (Matt. 6:2, 16). Others are indeed interested in truth but have the 
wrong attitude (John 4:24). Some profess to obey the gospel only because of their parents or wife or 
husband. Their are those who assemble with the saints on a  regular basis only because their friends expect 
them to. The Lord knows the genuine from the counterfeit. 

Let us keep in mind what God might write for our epitaph. What man might say will not matter in 
eternity! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


