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 Most religious groups today believe and teach that the Ten Commandments are binding upon 
folks today. They do not see the inconsistency of accepting part of the Old Law of Moses while rejecting 
the remainder of the law. In fact, most people accept only nine of the "ten commandments." Com-
mandment number four, "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy" (Exo. 20:8), is declared to be a 
part of the old law given only to the Jews - and rightly so! If the fourth commandment of the decalogue 
is not binding on Christians, then neither are any of the remaining nine commandments. It also needs to be 
understood that there is much more contained in the Law of Moses than just the ten commandments. 

Sadly, many members of the Lord's church believe that parts of the Law of Moses are needed in 
order to worship God acceptably today. Such simply is not true! None of the old law needs to be (or 
should be) grafted on to the law of Christ. The apostle Paul was speaking to New Testament 
Christians when he said, "Ye are severed from Christ, ye would be justified by the law; ye are fallen 
away from grace " (Gal. 5:4). To attempt to be saved by any part of the old law is in vain - it will not work. 

There are several reasons why the ten commandments or any other part of the Law of Moses are not 
needed in order for one today to obey God. 

First, the old law was given only to Moses and the Jews. The Old Testament clearly states, 
"Jehovah made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this 
day" (Deut. 5:3). The Sabbath, a part of the old law, was a sign for the benefit of the children of Israel. The 
Bible says, "Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily ye shall keep my sabbaths: for it is 
a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am Jehovah who 
sanctifieth you ... It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days Jehovah made 
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed" (Exo. 31:13, 17). 

Second, the Old Law of Moses was taken out of the way and replaced by the new covenant. The 
writer of Hebrews declares that Christ '"is the mediator of a new covenant" (Heb. 9:15). It was 
"impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins " (Heb. 10:4), so "He taketh away the 
first, that he may establish the second" (Heb. 10:9). The blood of bulls and goats could not remit sin and 
so it is said, "if that first covenant had been faultless, then would no place have been sought for a second" 
(Heb. 8:7). 

Speaking of the old law Paul says of Christ that He "having blotted out the bond written in 
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to 
the cross" (Col. 2:14; cf. Eph. 2:14-16). 

Third, the New Testament (covenant) is all-sufficient in providing for man that which is needed 
to worship and serve God acceptably today. The new covenant is a "better covenant" (Heb. 8:6) and not 
lacking in anything needed for man's spiritual benefit. Peter affirms the all-sufficiency of the new 
covenant in saying that God "hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness... " (2 Pet. 
1:3; cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

There are godly principles, however, that are eternal in nature. For instance, God will always love 
good and hate evil. Certain things will always be an abomination to Jehovah God (Prov. 6:16-19). It is 
because of this fact that the New Testament binds the moral principles contained in nine of the ten 
commandments. 

First, Jesus declared in His early ministry that people are obligated to "worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. 4:10). Second, "Peter and the apostles answered and said, We 
must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). Third, James admonished, "But above all things, my 
brethren, swear not, neither by the heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath: but let your yea be 



yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall not under judgment" (James 5:12). Fourth, there is no command or 
example in the New Testament of Christians worshipping on the Sabbath Day. John does, however, 
mention the Lord's Day (Rev. 1:10), and early Christians gave on the "first day of the week" (1 Cor. 
16:2) as well as partook of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7). Fifth, children are still to obey and honor 
their parents (Eph. 6:1-2). Sixth, murder is prohibited under the law of Christ (Rom. 13:9). Seventh, the 
writer of Hebrews writes, "Let marriage be had in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled: for 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge" (Heb. 13:4). Eighth, stealing is forbidden under the new 
covenant as it was under the old covenant., Ninth, bearing false witness or lying one against another is 
still a sin. Tenth, covetousness is still condemned by God (Eph. 5:3). 

Today we can learn from the Old Testament (Rom. 15:4), but we are not under any part of the old 
law. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


