
"The Unsearchable Riches of Christ" 
 

Marvin L. Weir  

 

 Worthy of our consideration is a statement the apostle Paul made to the Ephesian brethren. He 
said, "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. 3:8). What are some of these "unsearchable riches" 
that Paul was so privileged to preach? 

Paul proclaimed the "unsearchable riches" contained in the fact that Jesus was both the Son of 
Man and the Son of God. "Son of Man " refers to His human nature. "Son of God" refers to His divine 
nature. The term "Son of Man" is found 85 times in the New Testament. It occurs 81 times in the Gospel 
accounts and once in Acts (7:56), once in Hebrews (2:6), and twice in the book of Revelation (1:13; 
14:14). The term "Son of God" is found 45 times equally distributed between the Gospel accounts and 
the remainder of the New Testament. 

Two verses of Scripture will suffice to clearly show both the humanity and the divinity of Christ. 
Luke records, "The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and the third day raise up" (9:22). John speaks of the miracles of Jesus, saying, 
"but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
may have life in his name " (John 20:31). 

If Jesus had been only a man, He could not have saved us as all men have sinned (Rom. 3:23) and the 
"wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). If Jesus had been only the Son of God He would not have saved us 
as there would have been no perfect sacrifice to appease the justice of God. In Jesus, however, "we have not 
a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15; cf. Heb. 2:9; 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:22). 

One of the "unsearchable riches of Christ" to be proclaimed to all men is that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is both God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). 

Paul proclaimed the "unsearchable riches" that Christ's ministry accomplished for us. Jesus 
came to this earth to do His Father's will (John 4:34) and this included seeking and saving the lost 
(Luke 19:10). Approaching His death on Calvary's cross Christ could truthfully say, "It is finished" 
(John 19:30). Atonement for sin is now almost complete (Matt.26:28; Heb. 9:22) and reconciliation to 
the Father will soon be a possibility (Isa. 59:1-2; 2 Cor. 5:18-20). 

Paul proclaimed the "unsearchable riches" about the offices that Christ now occupies. So must 
we believe in and proclaim today that Christ is our: 

(1) Shepherd - "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep" (John 
10:11). 

(2) Head - "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence " (Col. 1:18). 

(3) Mediator  - "For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself man, Christ 
Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). 

(4) King - "which in its own times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords " (1 Tim .6:15). 

(5) Example - "For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that ye should follow his steps " (1 Pet. 2:21). 

(6) Author  - "For it became him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings" (Heb. 2:10). 



(7) High Priest - "Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us holdfast our confession " (Heb. 4:14). 

(8) Intercessor - "Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God 
through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). 

(9) Advocate - "My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous " (1 John 2:1). 

Paul proclaimed the "unsearchable riches" revealed in the names applied to Christ. He is the 
"Lamb of God" (John 1:29), the "bread of life" (John 6:48), the "light of the world" (John 8:12), "the 
way, the truth and the life (John 14:6), and the "'spiritual rock" (1 Cor. 10:4). 

May we take heart in Paul's statement to the Philippians that says, "And my God shall supply every 
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


