
Seeking The Lost 
 

Marvin L. Weir 

 

 The Lord's church exists for the purpose of seeking and saving the lost. This is the reason the Son of 
man came to this earth (Luke 19:10), and now as the "head over all things to the church "(Eph. 1:22), 
divine intent has not changed. There is no man-made institution in existence (nor will there ever be) that 
can save man from his sins. Christ is the head of His body which is the church that He promised to build 
(Eph. 1:22-23; Matt. 16:18). The Lord has never needed the help of men in establishing His church, thus, 
religious bodies founded by men stand only in opposition to the only body that Christ has ever promised 
to save (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23). 

Even more alarming is the fact that there are those from within who are leaving no stone unturned in 
seeking to restructure the Lord's church. Their chief concern is to be "politically correct," fellowship all 
who believe in Jesus Christ, and denounce the New Testament pattern given for worship and Christian 
living. Can one honestly believe that the Old covenant had a God-given pattern (cf. Heb. 8:5) but that 
the superior New covenant does not? Was not Timothy commanded by the apostle Paul to "hold the 
pattern of sound words... " (2 Tim. 1:13)? Indeed he was! How can one hold to something that does not 
exist? Surely one can see the absurdity of arguing that there is not a God-given pattern regulating the 
worship of the Lord's church (John 4:24). 

Instead of seeking to appeal to every emotion of man and supply all of his wants, the Lord's church will 
concern herself with spiritual matters. The pure and unadulterated gospel is the only power to save one's 
soul (Rom. 1:16), and the Lord's church will unashamedly proclaim such to a lost and dying world. 
There is no substitute for the gospel, and any other gospel is only a perversion that will not save (Gal. 
1:6-9). Yes, it will matter in the Day of Judgment whether or not one has obeyed the gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Lord gave several parables to refute the false accusations of the scribes and Pharisees and to 
emphasize the importance of seeking and saving the lost. In the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15) Christ 
establishes the truth that every soul is worthwhile (v. 4). Such could not have been made clearer than 
when the Lord said, "For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his life? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto every man according to his deeds "(Man. 16:26-
27). 

What are our obligations to a member of the body who deliberately wanders off into a world of 
sin? Is this not exactly what happened in the parable? The sheep is not forced or coerced to leave, but 
wanders off all by itself. It knows that it is lost, but it does not know the way home. Thus, the owner 
lovingly searches for the one who has wandered away. 

It is true that we cannot repent for someone and neither can we force him or her to return to the fold 
against their will. But one who wanders from the safety of the Lord's church into the world is in 
perilous danger, and those who know the value of a soul will seek to save the lost. 

The next parable mentioned is the one of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10). Why would Jesus give three 
consecutive parables involving that which is lost? He does so because the circumstances of becoming lost 
are different in each account. The coin, unlike the sheep, is not aware that it is lost. It as a coin still has value 
but until it is found the value will not be realized. 

So it is for one who is spiritually lost but does not know it. A lost sinner is no help to the Lord's 
church or to the cause of Christ. One who has not obeyed the precious gospel is lost even though he may 
believe that he is saved (cf. 2 Thess. 1:8-9). A servant of the Lord will strive to rescue those who are lost 
but do not know it. Only those who do the will of the Father will be in Heaven (Matt. 7:21). Thus, 



Christians must seek out and attempt to teach those that are lost but do not know it. 
The third parable is the one of the lost boy. The younger son represents those who rebel against God and 

depart from Him. The "far country" of sin is his destination "and there he wasted his substance with 
riotous living" (Luke 15:13). He is lost and must come to his senses and repent in order to be saved (vs. 17-
19). 

The older brother allowed envy and jealously to cause him to be lost. The sad words that describe 
his terrible plight declare that "he was angry, and would not go in... " (Luke 15:28). Yet, the father 
"entreated him" (v. 28) and such is what we must do when our brothers and sisters allow emotions to 
cloud good judgment. 

As the song entitled "Seeking The Lost" suggests, may we always be concerned about teaching the 
words of the Master, making clear the way of salvation, and pointing the lost to Jesus who is "the way, 
and the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). Can we truthfully say we are seeking the lost? 

 

 
         
 

  
 


