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 The Bible clearly states, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Isa. 53:6). Man cannot atone for his 
own sins (Titus 3:5), thus, only the death of the perfect Lamb of God could appease a just God. All 
people eventually sin (Rom. 3:23) and become separated from God (Isa. 59:1-2). Without the grace 
of God and the reality of the cross, man was hopelessly lost as "the wages of sin is death... " (Rom. 
6:23). 

When people today make fun of the Lord's church and His doctrine they are making mockery 
of the cross. Christ's death on the cross made it possible for Him to purchase His church (Acts 
20:28). The cross proclaims that the Lord is indeed the head of His church (Eph. 1:22-23) and the 
savior of His body (Eph. 5:23). 

So many today take a light-hearted approach toward sacred matters. But the apostle Paul boldly 
declared, "For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it 
is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18). The cross of Christ is no laughing matter for the blood of sacri-
ficed animals could not redeem man from his sins (Heb. 10:4). Neither could man's shed blood 
atone for his sins (Rom. 5:6-9). Thus, the cross is indispensable if man is to be redeemed from his 
sins and have an eternal hope. 

The cross of Christ and only the cross of Christ can provide true unity and peace. So 
many in the world today claim to desire peace while strife, jealousy and envy eats away at their 
soul. The Jews and the Arabs have been at war for centuries while declaring all along that they 
would like for their nations to be at peace. The Bible has the answer and it is centered in the cross 
of Christ. Paul reminds all who will hear that "in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are made 
nigh in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down the middle 
wall of partition, having abolished in the flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two one new man, so making 
peace; and might reconcile them both in one body unto God through the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby: and he came and preached peace to you that were far off, and peace to them that 
were nigh: for through him we both have our access in one Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. 2:13-
18). It is never good for people to rebel against the cross and in so doing become an enemy of 
Christ (Phil. 3:18). 

There will never be peace among men who refuse to accept the truths of the cross. All spiritual 
blessings are accessible only through the cross (Eph. 1:3). The cross will forever testify of the love of 
God and the love of Christ for all mankind. 

The cross of Christ should motivate the alien sinner to obey the glorious gospel. The hopeless 
condition of man is seen in the statement Paul made to the church at Rome. "For while we were yet 
weak, in due season Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for 
peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to die. But God commendeth his own 
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being 
now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him" (Rom. 5:6-9) 
One who is lost outside of Christ should be grateful for the opportunity to obey the gospel (Rom. 
1:16; Heb. 5:8-9) and be saved. 

The Christian should be grateful that the cross of Christ motivates him to faithfully serve 
in the Kingdom. The apostle Paul admonished the Corinthian brethren in saying, "For the love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that one died for all, therefore all died; and he died 



for all, that they that live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes 
died and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:141-15). If one is truly thankful for Christ's death on the cross he 
will possess a servant spirit (John 13:1ff). This means the Lord's church will always be placed ahead 
of earthly matters. One will also be content to "deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow" (Luke 9:23) the Lord. 

A Christian who understands the significance of the cross of Christ will strive to live in such 
a way that he can say when death approaches, "For I am already being offered, and the time of 
my departure is come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his 
appearing" (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

One will never grow weary in his love for the Lord or in "well-doing" (Gal. 6:9) who truly realizes 
and appreciates the great love behind the indispensable sacrifice that occurred on Calvary's cross. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


