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 As a result of the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, war is now on the mind of folks 
throughout the world. It staggers my imagination just to think of the cost involved in fueling 
and arming one B-52 or B-1B Lancer so it can deliver its payload to a specified target. The B-1B 
can carry 84 Mark 82 conventional bombs, 30 CBU 87/89/97 cluster munitions or sensor fused 
weapons, or 24 JDAMS. The B-52 can carry 70,000 pounds of gravity and cluster bombs, 
precision guided missiles, and joint direct attack munitions. Think of the naval fleet and the 
missions flown by all aircraft in the ongoing war against terrorism and price tag for the current 
war is in the billions - and climbing every day! 

There is something, however, that is more expensive than war, and man has been engaged in a 
continual battle with it from the very beginning. It is SIN! Consider for a moment the cost of 
pardoned sin. God so loved man that He "gave his only begotten Son" (John 3:16) to implement 
a plan of redemption. Christ willingly "emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being 
made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross" (Phil 2:8-9). Christ was in 
Heaven "existing in the form of God" (Phil. 2:6), but divested Himself of the glory that was His 
for a period of time to become the Savior of the world. He suffers throughout His earthly life 
unjustly, and is finally scourged and then crucified on Calvary's cross thereby purchasing His 
church with His shed blood (John 19:34; Acts 20:28). When one obeys the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 
Luke 13:3; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:27), the Lord adds that person to His church 
(Acts 2:47) where forgiveness from sins continues to be possible through contact with the 
blood of Jesus (Eph. 1:7). 

Unpardoned sin is also extraordinarily costly. One human soul is more valuable than all the 
wealth of the world. The Lord reminds all of this truth in saying, "For what shall a man be 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his life" (Matt. 16:26)? The devil surely doesn't advertise that "the wages of sin 
is death... " (Rom. 6:23). If one refuses to obey the gospel (2 Thess. 1:8) or to repent of his sins 
(1 John 1:7), he will lose his soul. The high price required for sinful living is something that all 
should desire to avoid (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21). 

"For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be 
saved through him" (John 3:17). Jesus came to this earth as a Savior - "to seek and save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10). If Christ had come to judge the world all would have been lost as 
"all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). Sin is the costly separator 
between man and God (Isa. 59:1-2), and without the sinless sacrifice of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21) God's 
justice could have never been appeased. 

After His resurrection from the dead and several appearances to certain people, Christ 
ascended to the Father (Acts 1:9-11) and is now at His right hand (Acts 7:56; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; 
Heb. 1:3). Man speaks of Jesus' return to this earth, but the Bible does not so teach! At His 
second coming Christ will come to deliver His kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24) - not to establish it. 

The Bible clearly describes the return of Christ. The Scriptures declare, "For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that are alive, that are left, shall together with them be 
caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess. 4:16-18, emph. MLW). There will be 



no 1,000 year reign of anyone on earth at the Lord's second coming as "the earth and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up " (2 Pet. 3:10). 

Our Lord comes again not as the Savior but as the Judge (Acts 10:42; 17:31). The Bible teaches 
that it "is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh judgment" (Heb. 9:27) - not 
another opportunity to be saved! People can only prepare for eternity as they travel through this 
life. 

All will be judged by the same standard - the Word of God. Jesus says, "He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall 
judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). How costly it will one day be for those who refuse to 
obey the Father's will (Matt. 7:21)! How costly it will be for those who are content only when 
adding to or taking from God's eternal truths (Rev. 22:18-19). 

Yes, war is costly, but the loss of one soul is more costly than all the wars. Do not forget: 
"And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell "(Matt. 10:28). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


