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 A child does not inherit the "sinful tendencies" of his parents as some who are being 
influenced by everything but the Bible would have you to believe. Ezekiel has it correct in saying, 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (Ezek. 18:20). Manasseh had a godly father 
(Hezekiah), and yet it is recorded that he "shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled 
Jerusalem from one end to another; besides his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that 
which was evil in the sight of Jehovah" (2 Kings 21:16). Josiah had a very wicked father (Amon, see 
2 Kings 21:20-21)), and yet "he did that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah, and walked in all 
the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left" (2 Kings 22:2). 

How can it be that Josiah did not inherit "sinful tendencies" from his father? It is because the 
doctrine of "hereditary total depravity" is false instead of true. No one is born a sinner, even though the 
perverted New International Version has David saying, "Surely I was sinful at birth" (Psa. 51:5). One 
must be old enough to be tempted and "drawn away by his own lust" (James 1:14) before he can 
commit sin. Let us learn that it is what one chooses to do with his character that makes him good or 
bad. 

Josiah chose a good example and role model to follow. While yet a young man, Josiah chose "to 
seek after the God of David his father ... " (2 Chron. 34:3 and "walked in all the way of David" 
turning "not aside to the right hand or to the left" (2 Kings 22:2). It was David, a man after God's 
own heart (Acts 13:22), that Josiah desired to imitate. 

Most young people today choose someone rich and famous (perhaps a sports figure) as their role 
model when they should choose someone like Timothy. The apostle Paul said to the Corinthians, 
"For this cause have I sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, 
who shall put you in remembrance of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in 
every church" (1 Cor. 4:17). Let us make sure that the one we choose to follow will not lead us down a 
road of spiritual destruction! 

Josiah respected the Word of God. When he heard the reading from "the book of the law, ...he 
rent his clothes" (2 Kings 22:11). He was not puffed up and arrogant, nor did he think that the Word 
was no longer sufficient and obsolete. Hilkiah found the Word of God that was buried and lost in 
the temple and Josiah readily accepted it as his guide. Today most reject and spurn the Word that they 
have in their possession and seek to bury it far beneath their own thoughts and biases. A lack of 
respect for the Word of God is the root of religious division today. It is also the reason that 
modernism is afflicting the church of our Lord with such a devastating blow. Respect for the Word 
of the Lord will restore faithfulness to the cause of Christ! 

Josiah knew what most deny today: "great is the wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against us, 
because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that 
which is written concerning us" (2 Kings 22:13). For the last several years our nation has swiftly 
drifted farther and farther away from God's eternal truths. It does no good to call upon God to bless 
a nation that stubbornly refuses to repent! 

Josiah unashamedly read to all the words of God (2 Kings 23:1-2). God will not bless those who 
are more concerned with being "politically correct" than godly and right. The Word of God will have an 
impact upon people's hearts and this is the reason that the enemies of Christ and Christianity would ban 
and bury God's glorious truths. Men's errors are no match for God's truths, and "the foolishness of 



God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men" (1 Cor. 1:25). Thus, enemies of 
the cross have long sought to discredit and dispose of God's Word. 

It is sad but true that many congregations today who identify themselves as churches of Christ 
are anything but the Lord's church. The Word of God has been buried in congregation after 
congregation and recreation and entertainment has been resurrected in its place. Toss in a social 
gospel that placates man's selfish wishes and wants, and apostasy is complete. These lovers of self 
(1 Tim. 3:2) instead of lovers of good and God work hard at fellowshipping any denominational 
group that claims to believe in and accept Jesus Christ. They work even harder, however, at 
distancing themselves from their own brethren who still  honor and respect a "thus saith the Lord." 

May we not forget that Christ said, "For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man also shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels " (Mark 8:38). One's character does matter! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


