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 People journey through this world as if it is the only journey that they will ever make. They 
concern themselves with every imaginable earthly matter while ignoring the plea of the Bible to seek 
first "his kingdom, and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). If people choose to set their hearts and 
minds on the things of this earth, they will not be prepared for life after death (cf. Col. 3:2). Many will 
learn the most important lessons of life immediately after death - too late to be of benefit to their soul's 
eternal destiny! 

Let us learn while it is today from the story of the rich man and Lazarus. It cannot be made 
clearer that in eternity some people's situations will be reversed from what they were in this life. 

The earthly is not more important than the spiritual. The rich man has no material needs and 
evidently can supply all of his wants. His clothing of "purple and fine linen" (Luke 16:19) suggests 
that he be compared to royalty. Kings many times wore purple colors, and the common man would not 
have access to such clothing. The Bible stresses that the rich man fared "sumptuously every day" 
(v. 19). Not a day passed that the rich man could not indulge in the luxurious and costly items that 
the world had to offer. This man wanted for nothing, or so he thought! The Laodiceans could have told 
the rich man that there was a fatal flaw in his thinking. To these who trusted so in themselves 
John wrote: "Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art the wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 
3:17). Woe to the person who does not properly prepare for eternity! 

The beggar named Lazarus lives a life of pain and poverty. His body is covered with sores, but 
the rich man is not the least bit concerned. The only attention given to the beggar was by the dogs who 
"came and licked his sores" (Luke 16:21). Lazarus longed "to be fed with the crumbs that fell from 
the rich man's table "(v. 21) as hunger gnawed at his stomach. 

The rich man could have easily seen to the needs of the beggar but he was selfish and lacked 
compassion for his fellowman. The sad plight of Lazarus meant nothing to the rich man as he lived 
care free and extravagantly every day. 

The rich man died and was buried and one can only wonder how extravagant the funeral was. 
The elite of the day surely attended the funeral of the rich man to pay their condolences. Can you 
imagine the impressive eulogy that must have been delivered in his honor? 

Nothing is mentioned in the Bible about the burial of Lazarus. If there was any type of funeral 
service for the beggar, it surely was insignificant in comparison to the funeral for the rich man. 
Surely there was nothing to eulogize about the life that Lazarus had lived. Who is going to miss one 
less beggar to be laid at someone's gate? 

Preparation for Heaven must be done while on earth. Death sheds an abundance of light on 
things and put them in their true perspective. In a heartbeat Lazarus and the rich man's situation 
was reversed in eternity. The rich man's fine burial on earth is no consolation to him in "torments " 
(Luke 16:23). It does not now matter what he possessed while on earth (cf. Luke 12:15). It does 
now matter, how ever, that he did not lay up for himself "treasures in heaven" (Luke 6:20-21). His 
moment of pleasure while on earth now seems so insignificant and brief in comparison to the agony to 
be endured for an eternity. 

Lazarus is now comfortable in Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:22). His every need is now provided and 
pain and sorrow are things of the past. His suffering and pain on earth now forever disappears as he 
basks in heavenly comfort. 

To pray after death is to pray too late. The rich man now petitions Abraham for relief but to no 



avail. The concept of purgatory is a figment of man's imagination, as there are no more 
opportunities after death. The rich man did not want to see Lazarus while living on earth, but now he 
would delight having him come to his aid (v. 24). Abraham reminds the rich man that things are now 
the opposite of what they once were, and that the "great gulf" prevents one from crossing from 
torments to paradise (vss. 25-26). 

The rich man now petitions Abraham in behalf of his five brothers who are alive on earth. He now 
is terribly concerned that they be warned about this horrible place. He does not desire that they 
follow his footsteps into eternal torment. You have heard people say when discussing religion, "If it 
was good enough (whatever denomination) for my mother and father, it is good enough for me." If only 
mothers and fathers could speak after having passed from this life! 

The rich man's request is refused as it is declared that "they have Moses and the prophets " (v. 
29). The cry was, "But if one go to them from the dead, they will repent" (v. 30). Not so (v. 31)! By 
the way, was not Christ raised from the dead, and is His Word still not rejected by most folks? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


