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 There are characteristics of God's faithful servants of old that all Christians today would do well to 
possess. The loyalty and courage of the prophet Elijah is sorely needed by everyone today who 
professes to be a New Testament Christian. Especially do elders and preachers need Elijah's 
attitude in dealing with spiritual matters! Let us now note some characteristics worthy of imitation from 
this great servant of God. 

Elijah was willing and ready to obey God. Ahab was an enemy of all who were followers of 
Jehovah. He excelled in doing evil (1 Kings 16:30) and "did yet more to provoke Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him" (1 Kings 16:33). Even so, God 
commanded Elijah to go and show himself to Ahab and the prophet willingly obeyed (1 Kings 18:1-
2). It required courage for Elijah to confront one who was more than happy to slay him. But God had 
commanded Elijah to go to Ahab, and a faithful servant does not quibble over divine commands. 

Christians today must be ready to worship God "in spirit and truth " (John 4:24). Those who truly 
love God will gladly keep His commandments (John 14:15). Followers of Christ are always ready to 
"preach the gospel" (Rom. 1:15) and are never ashamed or embarrassed that it is the "power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth..." (Rom. 1:16). They will confront enemies of the cross 
with God's glorious truths because such is the duty of a soldier of Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). 

Elijah was bold to rebuke sin and those who were living in sin. Upon meeting Elijah wicked 
King Ahab asked, "Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel" (1 Kings 18:17)? Nothing has changed in the 
way that enemies of the cross operate! The liberal false teachers today accuse those who insist upon 
respecting the authority of the Scriptures of being the troublemakers in the Lord's church. But those 
faithful to the cause of Christ should say as did Elijah, "I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of Jehovah, and thou hast followed the 
Baalim" [substitute denominations for today] (1 Kings 18:18). 

Who are the "troublers" of the Lord's church today? First, those who have laid down their 
Christian armor (Eph. 6:13-17) and forsaken the church. Christian have been commanded to not 
forsake the assembling of themselves together to worship the Lord, but many have done this very 
thing (Heb. 10:25). The unfaithfulness and indifference of professing Christians speaks volumes to 
those in the world that need to be influenced for the cause of Christ. 

Second, members of the Lord's church who desire to be neutral are the "troublers" of the Lord's 
kingdom. Jesus clearly stated, "He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with 
me scattereth" (Matt. 12:30). There are those who claim to be Christians today who do not want to 
offend anyone who claims to be a believer in the Lord, but they give not a thought to offending the 
Christ! Elijah knew who the "troubler" of Israel was, and Christians can also know those who are 
"troublers" of Christianity. One who claims that the truth cannot be known (cf. John 8:32) and that 
a righteous judgment cannot be made (cf. John 7:24) is a "troubler" to the Lord's cause. 

Third, false teachers who pose as religious instructors trouble everyone with whom they come 
into contact with their soul-damning heresies. The apostle Paul charged young Timothy, "preach the 
word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, 
will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, 
and turn aside unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:2-4). Elders in the Lord's church today desperately need to 
"charge certain men not to teach a different doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:3). If such were faithfully done 
the Lord's church would not be suffering as she is at the present moment, and multitudes would not be 



in grave danger of losing their souls because of being led astray from God's glorious truths. 
Denominationalism would be condemned instead of embraced and exalted. 

Every false teacher is a "troubler" of the Lord and His kingdom and needs to be rebuked. The need 
today is not for more "programs" and "gimmicks," but for more Elijahs who will stand firm for 
God's truths. 

Sin must be confronted and rebuked because it's wages is death (Rom. 6:23). The need is for 
gospel preachers today who will boldly say, "Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). And, 
for godly elders to insist upon having  "no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather even reprove them" (Eph. 5:11). 

Give us more Elijah's to confront God "troublers!" 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


