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 Just because one says that he is pleasing God does not make it true. Many people sincerely 
believe that they are living Christian lives when in reality they are not even Christians! One does not 
become a child of God by accident, or by faithfully following man-made tradition. To please the Heav-
enly Father one must obey His will (Matt. 7:21). The will of God is clearly revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. Thus, one needs to look no further than the Bible to learn how to please God. 

The folks who do not please God! First, people who honor man-made tradition more than the 
Word of God cannot please Him (Matt. 15:3-6). Christ stated that Isaiah prophesied well of those 
who made void God's Word because of their loyalty to tradition. The prophet Isaiah said, "This peo-
ple honoreth me with their lips; But their heart is far from me. But in vain do they worship me, 
Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men" (Matt. 15:8-9). All who are members of man-made 
churches (denominations) fall into this category. Any church established after A.D. 33 cannot be the 
Lord's church. Any church founded by mere man cannot be the Lord's church (1 Cor. 3:11). Those 
who follow man-made creeds instead of the Bible are not following the Lord. 

Second, those who put worldly matters above spiritual matters are not pleasing unto God. A 
multitude of folks today believe that God should be grateful that He is squeezed into their busy 
schedule from time to time. The good and decent things of the world can still choke to death one's 
spirituality. It use to be that the public schools and other organizations did not schedule activities on 
Sunday or Wednesday evenings because they knew that God-fearing people attended worship and 
Bible study at those times. Such is not true anymore! The schools and other organizations have realized 
that most people are really not seeking first the kingdom of God "and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). 

Priorities must be established. If one is to be pleasing unto God, the things of physical nature 
cannot take priority over things of spiritual nature. Do we truly love God more than all else (Matt. 
22:37)? Do we teach our children that sacred matters take priority over physical matters? Are our 
souls more valuable than the accomplishments we achieve in this life (Matt. 16:26)? 

Third, those who live only for themselves do not please God. Self has become the god that so 
very many are content to worship. One's emotion, feelings, desires and wants are exalted above the 
Word of God. People with this mindset will worship and serve God only if the worship and service 
is pleasing to them. Such folks do not want to hear that acceptable worship requires a proper attitude 
and must be according to truth (John 4:24). 

Those all wrapped up in themselves will not be concerned about the needs of others. Paul 
noted than one is to do "nothing through faction or through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind 
each counting other better than himself; not looking each of you to his own things, but each of 
you also to the things of others" (Phil 2:3-4). 

Fourth, one who seeks to please men cannot please God. The apostle Paul had many enemies 
because he sought to please God instead of men. The apostle reminded all who will hear, "For am I 
now seeking the favor of men, or God? or am I striving to please men? if I were still pleasing men, I 
should not be a servant of Christ" (Gal. 1:10)? The loyalty of a follower of Christ cannot be divided. 
Many will never learn the truth that Christians must be in the God pleasing business and not the 
people pleasing business. The apostle Paul said, "And be not fashioned according to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind... " (Rom. 12:2), but many have a love for the world 
that they do not intend to give up (cf. 1 John 2:15-17). A Christian never pleases God by seeking to 
please worldly people. 

The folks who please God! All people who obey God please Him! The Lord asked, "And why 



call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" (Luke 6:46)? One who walks with God is 
pleasing unto God (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5). No one can please God who refuses to do the Lord's will 
(Matt. 7:21-23). As Christ was obedient to the Father, so we must be obedient to the Son (Heb. 5:8-9). 
Does baptism have a part in saving one, and is one baptized for remission of his sins (1 Pet. 3:21; 
Acts 2:38; 22:16)? Is it sing or play (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)? Is religious error to be extended the right 
hand of fellowship, or should false teachers be marked and reproved (Eph. 5:11; Rom. 16:17; 2 John 9-
11)? Can one divorce and remarry for any reason, or is adultery (fornication) the only exception to 
the general rule (Matt. 19:9; Rom. 7:2-3)? Can a woman occupy a position of leadership over men in 
the church, or must she remain silent as Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:11:13? 

One must obey all of God's commands to please Him! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


