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 All people are amenable to the Word of God. One can deny God's truths and rebel against 
them, but the words that Christ spake will judge him in that day (John 12:48). Thus, people need to 
carefully consider their responsibilities to God's inspired revelation. 

First, people should have hearts inclined to respect and honor the Word of God. It was 
the Lord who said to Satan, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). Man needs direction and correction but such 
cannot come from within. A truth as relevant today as it was when voiced by Jeremiah says, "O 
Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" (Jer. 10:23). Even though the "foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men" (1 Cor. 1:25), most people still elect to revel in their own wisdom. 

The majority today who profess to be Christians attend the "church of their choice" and are 
thrilled to fellowship every religious group that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. But Jesus clearly 
instructs believing Jews, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free " (John 8:31-32). How can one profess to be a believer of 
God's Word and deny the one church (Eph. 4:4) of which Christ is the head (Eph. 1:22-23), founder 
(Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28), and Savior (Eph. 5:23). Thus, if one honors and respect the Word of 
God, he will be a doer of the Word and not a hearer only (James 1:22). 

Second, people should have hearts inclined to "worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). 
However, the emphasis today is on "contemporary worship," that is, worship that is "current and 
modern." People demand to worship like they want to worship and they must find whatever is done 
in the name of their chosen religion exciting and entertaining. These folks are always more in touch 
with their feelings than they are the Scriptures, because they believe the old Jerusalem gospel is 
outdated and not a reliable guide for today's society. Thus, instead of desiring to worship according 
to the New Testament pattern, these mockers of truth insist that God's inspired Word must 
conform to suit their own whims and wishes. 

The apostle Paul instructed the brethren at Rome to "be not fashioned according to this world, " 
but to be transformed by the renewing of their mind that they might "prove what is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:2). Neither the modernistic world nor godless 
philosophers are one's guide in spiritual or moral matters. All people have the responsibility to let the 
Word of God be a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path (Psa. 119:105). 

Third, people should have hearts inclined to love the Father as He loves them. Ingratitude 
is a raging epidemic in our land today. The Bible clearly teaches that there is not a person of 
accountable age who has not sinned (Rom. 3:10, 23), and "the wages of sin is death..." (Rom. 6:23). 
But God in His great love for mankind "gave His only begotten Son" (John 3:16), and His Son 
demonstrated His great love by dying for us "while we were yet sinners" (Rom. 5:8). 

If a person is truly grateful for the shed blood of Christ that enables him to obtain forgiveness for 
his sins (Eph. 1:7), he will surely have a heart inclined to obey the Savior. Jesus taught, "If a man love 
me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him" (John 14:23). Those on Pentecost who "gladly received his word were baptized" 
(Acts 2:41, KJV). A proper love for God will have one seeking to obey Him instead of quibbling about 
His commands! 

Fourth, people should have hearts inclined to defend "the faith which was once for all 
delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). The apostle Paul taught young Timothy, "preach the word; be 



urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 
4:2). Paul also instructed Titus that elders or overseers of the Lord's church must hold "to the faithful 
word which is according to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to 
convict the gainsayers " (Titus 1:9). To the Ephesian brethren it is made clear that whatever they did 
in word or deed they were to do in the name (by the authority) of the Lord Jesus (Eph. 5:17). 

Instead of defending family tradition, our feelings, or the church of our choosing, we should all 
recognize our or obligation to defend God's glorious truths. If we love Him as He loves us we will 
not have a problem being obedient to His every will (Heb. 5:8-9). 

May we say as did the Psalmist, "I have longed for thy salvation, O Jehovah; and thy law is my 
delight" (Psa. 119:174). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


