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 The name Christian is used loosely in today's society. Churches are frowned upon because 
their members live and act as the world lives and acts. Many members of the Lord's church desire to 
extend fellowship to any believer in the deity of Christ. Members of the church of Christ are in the 
minority today who believe in the uniqueness and distinctiveness of the Lord's church. 

There are three characteristics that a follower of Christ (a Christian) will possess. While these are 
not the only characteristics that could be mentioned of a faithful child of God, they are sorely 
absent in some who profess to be lovers of truth. 

A burning eagerness to hear the Word of God. The Bible warns people to "take heed what 
(they) hear" (Mark 4:24) and to "take heed how (they) hear" (Luke 8:18). But hear the Word of 
God folks must for "belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). A 
faith or belief based upon something other than the inspired Word will not save one's soul. 

The sad truth is that even many members of the church of Christ do not want to hear God's 
Word, and they prove it each week by attending a congregation where the preacher avoids the 
Scriptures as if they were a plague. Several years ago a disgruntled visitor remarked to me that he 
knew why we were so small in number. I said, "Please tell me why." He unashamedly replied, 
"Because you preach entirely too much Bible." He also stated that he was a member of the church of 
Christ and I told him I never would have guessed it by our conversation. I also told him I was truly 
sorry that the Scriptures were so unpopular where he attended. 

Why are so many congregations of the Lord's people drowning in apostasy? First, because the 
young children are taught more about fun and games and glitter and glue than the Bible. Many allow 
those of two, three and four years of age to play and do as they please while claiming they are too 
young to be taught. 

Second, youth ministers are hired to make sure the teenagers are more interested in entertainment 
and recreation than the Bible. Several years ago my own children attended Bible class (?) in a well-
known congregation in New Mexico. The youth minister planned a ski trip as the young folks ate 
doughnuts and provided important input. As the warning bell rang the youth minister said, "I suppose 
we ought to have a prayer in order to make this official." And, while visiting in Oklahoma, another 
youth minister plans a ski trip for the teenagers during the time allotted for Bible study. At that 
same congregation the adult Bible class teacher was lamenting the fact that he did not know what was 
happening to our young people. I wrote to him later and gave him the answer. Youth ministers are in 
many places paid a handsome salary to lead the young folks astray! 

Third, adults come to Bible study and do not bring their Bibles. Some do not even make an effort 
to attend a Bible class. Many who do attend are prepared to discuss sports, politics or the latest best 
selling novel, but they have given absolutely no thought to what will be discussed in Bible class. 
We need people today like the noble Bereans who "received the word with all readiness of the mind, 
examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). 

A readiness to speak God's glorious truths. Christians are to be "ready always to give answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear" 
(1 Pet. 3:15). In religious matters if any one speaketh he is to speak "as it were oracles of God" (1 Pet. 
4:11). The apostle Paul shrank not from declaring unto the people anything that was profitable (Acts 
20:20) as he declared unto folks "the whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). Many today will not 



proclaim God's truth for fear of offending a worldly member or a denominational neighbor. Such 
cowardly action does not glorify Christ or exalt His church! 

A willingness to repent from one's sins. Simply being sorry is not repentance, but "godly sorrow 
worketh repentance unto salvation ... " (2 Cor. 7:10). One cannot continue to live in any sin and be 
pleasing unto God (Col. 3:5-7). Those living in adultery are so numerous in some congregations 
today that if scriptural discipline were practiced over half the members would be withdrawn from 
(1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Thess. 3:6). It is "repent or perish" (Luke 13:3) and a lack of Bible preaching 
from the pulpit is allowing folks to feel good about living in sin. The act of baptism or the grace of 
God will never make adulterous marriages holy or right. 

A Christian must "hunger and thirst after righteousness " (Matt. 5:6) to be the "salt of the earth" 
and the "light of the world" (Matt. 5:13-16). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


