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 So many people today mistakenly believe that we are under either part or all of the Old Law. 
Countless folks of denominational persuasion and not a few who profess to be members of the 
Lord's church believe that the Ten Commandments are a part of the New Covenant. The truth of the 
matter is that all of the Old Law has been abolished (Eph. 2:15). The New Testament is our sole 
source of authority in worshipping and serving God today. One must not, therefore, appeal to the Old 
Testament for authority in matters pertaining to Christianity. It is true that we should read, study and 
learn from the Old Testament (cf. Rom. 15:4), but the Old Law is not in force nor is it binding on 
anyone today. 

The Old Law was given to Moses and the Jews. The Word of God is very clear regarding 
this matter. "And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 
the ordinances which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and observe to do 
them. Jehovah our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. Jehovah made not this covenant with 
our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day " (Deut. 5:1-3). 

The Old Law was never binding upon or intended for the Gentiles. Nehemiah records, "Thou 
camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right 
ordinances and true laws, good statutes and commandments, and madest known unto them thy 
holy sabbath, and commandedst them commandments, and statutes, and a law, by Moses thy 
servant" (Neh. 9:13-14). The children of Israel were commanded to "keep my sabbaths: for it is a 
sign between me and you throughout your generations ... It is a sign between me and the children 
of Israel... " (Exo. 31:13, 17). 

The Old Covenant Was Inferior To The New Covenant. First, the blood of bulls and goats 
sacrificed under the Old Law was far inferior to the sacrifice of the blood of Jesus Christ. The 
writer of Hebrews stresses this truth in saying, "But Christ having come a high priest of the good 
things to come, through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
say, not of this creation, nor yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own 
blood, entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption " (Heb. 9:11 
-12). It was impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins (Heb. 10:4), but the blood 
of Christ was "poured out for many unto remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). 

Second, Christ was not of the tribe of Levi, but of the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14), thus, "for 
the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. " The 
superiority of the New Covenant is the great theme of the Hebrews epistle. 

The Old Law Is No Longer In Force. Again, the writer of Hebrews says, "And for this cause he 
is the mediator of a new covenant, that a death having taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first covenant, they that have been called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance" (Heb. 9:15). The Bible minces no words in saying, "...He 
taketh away the first that he may establish the second" (Heb. 10:9). 

The Old Law Was Effectively Removed At The Cross Of Calvary. Paul writes, "Or are ye 
ignorant, brethren (for I speak to men who know the law), that the law hath dominion over a man 
for so long time as he liveth? ... Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law 
through the body of Christ; that ye should be joined to another, even to him who was raised from 
the dead, that we might bring forth fruit unto God" (Rom. 7:1, 4). 

The Bible Reveals Certain Moral Principles As Being Forever Binding! Let us think again of 
the Ten Commandments and see why it is not necessary to return to the Old Law to establish moral 



guidelines. The 1st commandment forbids the Israelites of having other gods before Jehovah God (see 
Exo. 20 for complete listing). The New Testament teaches, "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve" 
(Matt. 4:10). The 2nd commandment forbids the making of graven images. The apostle Peter noted 
that "we must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29; cf. 17:29). The 3rd commandment forbids the 
taking of God's name in vain and James remind all today to "swear not, neither by heaven, nor by the 
earth, nor by any other oath... " (5:12). The 4th command to remember the Sabbath Day is not found in 
principle in the New Testament as Christians are to remember the Lord's Day. Moral principles 
contained in commandments 5 through 10 are also found in the New Testament. The Law of Christ is 
sufficient, thus, The Old Law is not binding on any people today! Thank God for the New Covenant that 
all are under! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


