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 In the Day of Judgment one will not be able to "pass the buck" and blame others for his failure 
to make correct choices. Our nation now suffers every day as a result of people who willfully refuse to 
accept responsibility for their actions. It is the government's fault, the neighbor's fault, the wife or 
the husband's fault - but never ever the fault of the one who commits the crime or immoral act. 

Such twisted reasoning from worldly people now afflicts many who are members of the Lord's 
church. God's will is for Christians to be an influence for good upon the world, but in many instances 
the world is influencing the church. Listen to me - a child of God cannot act like the world acts and 
not get caught! God always knows, the world always knows, and eventually fellow Christians will 
discover the sad truth. One's name, character and reputation are precious possessions, and they can be 
damaged beyond repair. 

A Christian must choose to live on a high moral plane or yield to ungodly and immoral 
actions. It may be that one reason we are not converting many to Christ is because they cannot see 
any difference in the choices we make and the choices the world makes. It is easy for those of the 
world to see the hypocrisy in the one who claims to be something he isn't. 

If one chooses to "run with the hogs" he soon will smell like the hogs. A Christian will 
demonstrate that he is different from those that are willing to yield to worldly standards. What 
kind of influence can a Christian have upon worldly people when he joins them in drinking 
alcoholic beverages and telling lewd jokes and smutty stories? What will a worldly person think 
of a child of God who is as controlled as they are by lust and evil thoughts? How can a Christian claim 
to be different from the world while committing the act of fornication or adultery? Can one lie, 
steal and curse and be looked upon as a good example for others to follow? It seems many who have 
obeyed the gospel have chosen to forget Paul's warning to the Galatians. The apostle said, "Now 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who practise 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:19-21). 

A Christian must choose to be faithful in assembling with the saints. Is one "seeking first 
the kingdom of God" (Matt. 6:33) who forsakes the services of the Lord's church? Some are happy 
with their attendance record in the Lord's church while knowing that it would not be accepted by 
many man-made organizations. It has always been the case that some brethren choose to forsake 
assembling with the saints, but Paul pleads with the Hebrew brethren to not do such (Heb. 10:25). 
How can one claim to love God more than the world while being more devoted and faithful to 
secular things than spiritual matters? We demonstrate our faith in a vivid way by the sacrifices we are 
willing to make for the cause of Christ. 

A Christian will choose to have either a burning desire for God's truths or he will turn a deaf 
ear to a "thus saith the Lord." Some brethren are not interested in what God's Word says because 
they know it condemns their worldly habits that they have no intention of giving up. People need 
to remember that there is no substitute for truth, and that only the truth will free one from his 
sins (John 8:32). 

Christians have an obligation to diligently study the Word of God - "a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15).The Word of Christ will one 
day judge us (John 12:48), and pleading ignorance will be to no avail (Acts 17:30). 

A Christian must choose to be  either worldly-minded or think on things that are noble 



and edifying. The apostle Paul admonished the saints at Philippi, saying, "Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatso-
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4:8). Jesus taught,  "But the 
things which proceed out of the mouth come forth out of the heart; and they defile the man. For out 
of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries fornications, thefts, false witness, 
railings: these are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not 
the man " (Matt. 15:18-20). 

Christians must make right and godly choices if Heaven is to be their eternal home. 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


