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 All who believe the teaching of the Bible believe in God's grace. The problem arises when 
people attempt to make the grace of God unconditional. So many demand to receive God's grace 
on their terms. Such is usually the case because folks want to live like they want to live while in this 
world, but enjoy the rewards of the Heaven to come. 

Words have meaning! Most recognize this truth in the secular realm, but then try to deny that 
such is true in the spiritual realm. Let us now study several instances where the word "if “ is used in 
the Bible. If one has an open and honest heart he will immediately grasp the truth that God's 
grace will not cover any of these "ifs." 

John says, "If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7, emph. mine on the word "if). It 
does absolutely no good whatsoever to claim to follow Christ while living in sin (darkness). If we 
abide by God's truths we will receive His grace, but if we choose darkness over truth we will not 
enjoy His fellowship. 

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us" (1 John 1:8-10). 
During a gospel meeting in the 80's a man told Dub McClish and I that he had never sinned. A 
quoting of the above verses of Scripture did not keep him from repeating his claim. Brethren, one 
who refuses to recognize his sins deceives only himself and fools neither God nor man. The grace of 
God will never cover one who continues to boast that he is sinless. But if one confesses and turns 
from his sin he can receive God's forgiveness and grace. 

"And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know 
him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him " (1 John 2:3-4). We 
have many today who are liars and void of the truth because they claim to love Jesus while 
making mockery of the Lord's church and New Testament Christianity. They ignore the 
commandments of the Savior while giving heed to the traditions and doctrine of men. God's grace 
will not cover those who ridicule and refuse to abide by a "thus saith the Lord." 

"They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they all are not of us" (1 
John 2:19). We have apostate members of the Lord's church today that are doing exactly the same 
thing as the apostates of John's day did. They are no longer in sympathy with the cause of Christ 
and they do not desire the fellowship of brethren who love the truth. Please note that the 
troublemaker in the kingdom is the one who chooses to leave (go out from) faithful members of the 
Lord's church. If these apostates were of us they would be determined to worship "in spirit and truth" 
(John 4:24). The grace of God will not cover those who turn their back upon truth, go out from God's 
people, and leave the Lord's church. 

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John 2:15-16). A fondness for 
and a love of the world will quickly separate one from Christ. One cannot "serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon " (Matt. 6:24). So many give lip service to God as they claim to love 



Him, but their actions demonstrate that they are in love with the world. Countless professing 
Christians think nothing of acting like the world acts. They choose to talk likes the world talks. They 
live like the world lives. In fact, you cannot distinguish them from those of the world, but they 
believe God's umbrella of grace graciously cover them. 

Recreation and entertainment take priority over seeking first "his kingdom, and his 
righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). People's feelings have become more important than God's 
commandments (John 15:14)! God's law of marriage is ignored (Gen. 2:22-25; Matt. 19:3-9) while 
homosexuality and lesbianism is in vogue (cf. Lev. 18:22; 20:13). 

The apostle Paul stated it well in asking, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God forbid ... " (Rom. 6:1-2). If one loves Christ, he will keep the Lord's 
commandments (John 14:15). The grace of God will never cover a rejected "if." 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


