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 The ship was at the tempestuous wind's mercy and the sun nor stars had shined for several 
days. The crew did all within their power to control the ship but had given up all hope of 
surviving the storm. The apostle Paul, a prisoner aboard the vessel, speaks to the crew, saying, "And 
now I exhort you to be of good cheer; for there shall be no loss of life among you, but only of the 
ship. For there stood by me this night an angel of the God whose I am, whom also I serve, saying, 
Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar: and lo, God hath granted thee all them that sail 
with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath 
been spoken unto me " (Acts 27:22-25). 

Paul's faith was in the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. God had spoken to Paul, and the 
apostle knew that God would keep them safe if they followed His instructions. God speaks to us 
today only through His inspired Word and our faith comes from the same source (Rom. 10:17). 
Christians believe God and rely upon what He has said. 

I believe all that God has said. There was a popular saying that stated, "God said it; I believe 
it; and that settles it." Whoever coined that statement may have intended for it to honor God, but it 
falls far short of bestowing such honor upon the Father. Instead, it vividly illustrates the arrogance of 
man. Every word that God has spoken or recorded is true whether man chooses to believe it or not! 
God does not need man to endorse His Word for it to be true. Never forget that the Word of God has 
forever been "settled" in Heaven (Psa. 119:89). The Psalmist continues to emphasize the eternality of 
God's truth in saying, "The sum of thy word is truth; and every one of thy righteous ordinances 
endureth for ever" (Psa. 119:160). Again the Psalmist declares, "For the word of Jehovah is right; 
and all his work is done in faithfulness" (Psa. 33:4). 

Choosing to reject instead of believe what God has said has given rise to the myriad of 
denominations that are in existence today. The will of God regarding the church is forever revealed by 
the apostle Paul as follows: "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). Having been given all 
authority (Matt. 28:18) Christ built His church (Matt. 16:18) and purchased it with His blood (Acts 
20:28). Every day, however, people reject the commandments of the Lord to obey the creeds of 
men. But God's Word reminds all who will hear, "God forbid: yea, let God be found true, but every 
man a liar... " (Rom. 3:4). In view of the impending judgment, all would do well to remember that 
whatever God or Christ has said is how it will be. No man nor group of men has ever had the 
power to successfully change a "thus saith the Lord." 

I believe in God's plan of pardon for all men. It has already been demonstrated that man does 
not have God's permission to quibble with what has been divinely stated. The gospel is to be 
proclaimed to all (Luke 24:47; Matt. 16:15-16). Those who believe the gospel are commanded to act 
upon their belief by repenting of their sins (Luke 13:3) confessing their faith (Rom. 10:9-10), and 
submitting to baptism for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). 

But most people reject baptism as being necessary for salvation even though the Word of God says 
baptism is necessary for salvation (1 Pet. 3:21). Some opt for "sprinkling" instead of "immersion" in 
spite of the Word of God stating that baptism is a "burial" (Rom. 6:4). I believe God! 

I believe in the name of God's people. At one time God's people were called Israelites, but a 
promise was made to one day call God's servants by "another name" ((Isa. 65:15). The new 
covenant became effective on the Pentecost after Christ's death. And, after the conversion of Cor-



nelius (to show that both Jew and Gentile were amenable to the new covenant), the name Christian 
was given to God's people (Acts 11:26). 

The Bible knows nothing of Baptist Christians, Methodist Christians, Presbyterian Christians or 
church of Christ Christians. The name church of Christ simply designates ownership - the church 
belongs to Christ. King Agrippa understood that if Paul converted him he would become a 
Christian (Acts 26:28). Peter said, "but if a man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 
him glorify God in this name" (1 Pet. 4:16). 

According to the Bible, there are only two kinds of God's children - faithful and unfaithful. If 
one believes God and abides by His Word, he will be a faithful child of God -a New Testament 
Christian. 

Do you believe God? Are you willing to do all that He says to do, and only what He says to do? If 
we believe God we will have His authority for that which we practice! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


