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 Most people today do not understand the true teaching of the Holy Scriptures regarding faith. 
Bible faith is not some "better felt than told" feeling, and neither is it a bold "leap in the dark." The 
Holy Spirit clearly reveals that Bible faith is based upon rock solid, credible evidence. 

The majority of folks today believe that Christianity is a matter of opinion, thus, one has the 
choice of becoming a member of whatever religious group he desires to join. First, Christianity is 
not a matter of opinion, and neither is it a product of human knowledge. It is, however, a matter of 
faith - accepting and believing what God has said regarding the matter. And, the Lord "adds" the 
obedient to His church. 

One is not "zapped" with faith, and neither does God miraculously instill faith in a person. Bible 
faith is acquired by the individual who believes in credible evidence. The apostle Paul affirms that 
"belief (or faith, KJV) cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). Bible faith 
is based upon credible testimony from the Holy Scriptures and will demonstrate itself by obedient 
action that is in accordance with a "thus saith the Lord." 

It has long been taught (and rightly so) by faithful members of the body of Christ that the faith that 
saves is the faith that obeys. Let us turn our attention to that great faith chapter of the Bible - Hebrews 
11. "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice ... " (v. 4). "By faith Enoch was 
translated that he should not see death " because "before his translation he had been well-pleasing 
unto God" (v. 5). "By faith Noah...moved with godly fear, prepared an ark... " (v. 7). "By faith 
Abraham...obeyed to go out unto a place...not knowing whither he went" (v. 8, above emph. mine). 

James gets to the heart of the matter in stating, "...show me thy faith apart from thy works, and 
I by my works will show thee my faith" (James 2:18). The terrible and tragic false doctrine of 
"faith only" is masterfully dealt a deathblow in the second chapter of the book of James. Verse 19 
declares that even the demons (devils, KJV) believe in the one God, but who will argue that the 
demons will be saved? But James has just begun to expose the "faith only" doctrine for its inability to 
save! James asks, "What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have not works? 
can that faith save him" (James 2:14)? James continues to drive the proverbial nail into the coffin of 
the "faith only" doctrine in forcefully stating, "Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only by 
faith" (James 2:24). It is either true or false that a person can be saved by "faith only," and the Holy 
Scriptures declare that such a belief is false. One must have abundant help from a false teacher and 
place their belief (faith) in him in order to ignore the concluding remarks the Holy Spirit reveals to 
James. "For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead" 
(James 2:26). 

Although an Old Testament example, Naaman was not cured of his leprosy by "faith only." 
Such simply demonstrates that God has always required people to act upon their faith. Naaman 
finally calls upon Elisha to cure him of the dreaded disease of leprosy. Naaman just knew that the 
prophet of God would come to him in person, but such was not to be. A messenger was sent from 
Elisha to instruct Naaman to dip seven times in the Jordan River in order to be healed. Naaman 
was infuriated because he thought he deserved the presence of the prophet, and he thought the 
rivers of Damascus would be better suited for the task. But Naaman was wrong, and without proper 
faith and action on his part his leprosy remained uncured. 

It was fortunate for Naaman that he had servants who believed in the message from the messenger 
of Elisha. They persuaded Naaman to believe and obey. In spite of what he once thought, Naaman 
"went...down, and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of 



God; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean " (2 Kings 5:14). 
One cannot miss the truth that Naaman was cleansed of his leprosy the moment he obeyed the 

prophet's instructions - and not one-second before! "Faith only" would have never cured Naaman of 
his leprosy. It was not by his power that he saved himself, but he did have to comply with the 
command of God and dip himself seven (the prescribed number) times in the Jordan (the 
prescribed river) in order to be cleansed of his leprosy. Upon obeying the messenger, Naaman walks 
by faith, and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). 

Do you desire to go to Heaven? If so, you must have faith in the Word of God. To be saved one 
must believe in what God has said and then act upon that belief. So many reject the act of baptism as 
being necessary for salvation but Christ plainly and boldly taught, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:16). 

Are you walking by Bible faith or by human sight (2 Cor. 5:7)? Your answer will decide your 
eternal destiny. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


