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 The charge to God's people has always been clear: "And now, O Israel, hearken unto the 
statutes and unto the ordinances, which I teach you, to do them; that ye may live ..." (Deut. 4:1). 
There are many good reasons for one choosing to keep the Word of God. Let us study some of them as 
found in Deuteronomy 4:1-9. 

The Word of God is powerful in providing life. The Israelites were instructed to heed the Word 
of God so that they might live (v. 1). Today one who is seeking eternal life will be not just a hearer 
but also a doer of God's Word (James 1:25). It was Jesus who said, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). Manna was provided 
to sustain the flesh, but the Word of God will sustain the spirit (cf. John 6:63). 

The person who is hungry must eat in order to be satisfied. Jesus taught, "Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6). Jeremiah, God's 
mouthpiece of old, said, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy words were unto me 
a joy and the rejoicing of my heart... " (Jer. 15:16). 

The writer of the book of Hebrews aptly describes the awesome power of God's Word. Let us 
never forget that "the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to 
discern the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4:12). 

The Word of God is perfect. This means that man cannot successfully add to the Holy 
Scriptures. Something that is perfect is lacking in nothing! God instructed Israel not to add to the 
Word He commanded them (Deut. 4:2). One can no more add to the Word of God than he can 
add to the "finished" work of Creation (Gen. 2:1-2) or the "finished" work of Christ on earth (John 
19:30). The Word of God has been "settled (or finished, MLW) in heaven" (Psa. 119:89). As the 
wise man said, "Add thou not unto his words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar" (Prov. 
30:6). 

Neither can one successfully take from the Holy Scriptures. God made it clear to Israel 
regarding His Word that they should not "diminish from it" (Deut. 4:2). These eternal principles 
regulating God's Word are binding in any dispensation or covenant. In John's vision he records, "I 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add 
unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from 
the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book" (Rev. 22:18-19). May we 
be content to accept the inspired and complete Word of God as it is! 

The Word of God is precious. It is a comforting and precious though to remember that 
God's Word will not fail us. To Israel of old it was said, "But ye that did cleave unto Jehovah your 
God are alive every one of you this day" (Deut. 4:4). Joshua and Caleb believed and obeyed God's 
Word and thus lived to tell of the Creator's unfailing faithfulness (Num. 26:65). 

It is precious to know that the Word of God enlightens us. Man is incapable of directing his own 
steps without the Word of God (Jer. 10:23). The Psalmist knew the value of the Scriptures and said, 
"The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: the testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the 
simple " (Psa. 19:7). 

The precious Word of God is full of comfort. The question was rightly asked, "For what great 
nation is there, that hath a god so nigh unto them, as Jehovah our God is whensoever we call upon him" 
(Deut. 4:7)? It is important to realize, however, that God's nearness to His people was conditioned 



upon the fact that they obeyed His Word (Deut. 5:32-33; Joshua 1:7). 
It is comforting to know that God is near to all who "call upon him in truth" (Psa. 145:18). If 

one is to be spiritually successful he must be concerned about truth, and God's word is truth (John 
17:17). It will do one absolutely no good to call upon the Lord but refuse to do the will of the "Father 
who is in heaven " (Matt. 7:21). 

It is precious to know that the Word of God endureth forever (Psa. 119:160). The Word of God 
is not something that has or will become outdated and useless to mankind. As the apostle Peter 
proclaimed, "But the word of the Lord abideth forever. And this is the word of good tidings which was 
preached unto you" (1 Pet. 1:25). 

Do not repeat the mistake of multitudes and make "void the Word of God because of your 
tradition" (Matt. 15:6) Jesus said, "blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 
11:28). He also said, "My mother and my brethren are these that hear the word of God, and do 
it" (Luke 8:21). 

Are you obedient to the Word of God? 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


