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 The story is found in Luke 16:19-31. The "rich man" had to wake up in eternity before his eyes 
were opened to God's truths. He has now suddenly become an expert on living a wasted life and 
realizes that "no man can serve two masters " (Matt. 6:24). The love of riches, the cares of this world, 
and the pleasures of sin will choke one's soul to death. If the love of God does not master us the love 
of this world will. 

The ungodly always seek to justify themselves in the sight of men. They should remember 
that God knows their hearts and that those things exalted among men are "an abomination in the 
sight of God" (Luke 16:14-15). The inspired words recorded about "a certain rich man" and "a 
certain beggar named Lazarus" (Luke 16:19-20) contain valuable lessons for those who will hear. 

One may impress men and live like a king in the sight of men, and yet be utterly corrupt in 
the sight of God! The "purple and fine linen" ( v. 19) that make up man's righteousness and turns 
heads in this world was of no comfort to the rich man in eternity. Multitudes who selfishly live 
only for themselves and think that they have need of nothing are in reality "the wretched one and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 3:17). We need to learn that men may be impressed 
with many things that do not impress God. 

One may be poor and loathsome in the eyes of his neighbor, and yet be rich and 
beautiful in the sight of God. Lazarus was placed at the rich man's "gate, full of sores, " and 
desired only "to be fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table " (vss. 20-21). There is no 
doubt but that the beggar was a disgusting sight to many as the dogs "came and licked his sores" (v. 
21). God, however, has always been impressed with one's heart and not his outward appearance (1 
Sam. 16:7). Even though Lazarus was considered to be worthless in the sight of men, he was a 
precious jewel in the sight of God. 

A man may have a pompous funeral but be a miserable soul! It is a common thing for men to 
eulogize the past of the departed rich and famous, but what about their present? Yes, the rich man 
died and in all probability was given a magnificent funeral, but "in Hades he lifted up his eyes, beings 
in torments " (v. 23). It is surely the case that not many mourned the death of Lazarus, yet "he was 
carried away by the angels into Abraham's bosom " (v. 22). 

One may have an abundance of this world's goods but in the world to come be utterly 
destitute. Most people measure success by what they accomplish in this life. The problem is that 
God does not use the same measuring stick that man uses. One may be a tremendous success 
according to the world's standard but only a miserable failure in the sight of God. Having no needs 
or cares in this life is no evidence that one's soul is right with God. The everlasting thirst for only 
a drop of water will be a terrible torment for one who never knew what it is like to be thirsty (v. 24). 

If one neglects his opportunities in this life, he will have an eternity to remember his folly. 
One's memory will be the greatest of tormentors throughout eternity. A person who has lived his 
life only for the gratification of his own selfish desires will have an eternity to reflect on his mistake. 
In Hades the rich man begged for mercy, but such request was too late (v. 24). The answer of 
Abraham was something that the rich man would play over again and again in his mind. Abraham 
said, "Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things: but now here he is comforted, and thou art in anguish " (v. 25). 

The righteous and unrighteous live together in this world, but a day is coming when they 
will be eternally separated. People grow quite fond of earthly relationships that they enjoy in this 



world. Earthly relationships will mean nothing, however, when the great gulf is fixed (v. 26). The 
only thing that will then matter is our relationship with God and Christ. 

In this world people can choose to do as they please. It is necessary for the righteous and the 
unrighteous to cross paths as they travel through this life. There is, however, a day coming when the 
words of the Savior will be vividly recalled. Christ warned, "Let both grow together until the 
harvest: and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn" (Matt. 13:30). 

The prayers and wishes of the lost will avail nothing for themselves or others. Those who do 
not value prayer in this life will find that prayer has no value for them in the life to come. All will have a 
change of heart or mind in the Day of Judgment - but alas, it will be too late (vss. 24, 27-28)! 

The lessons are yours to learn while it is yet today! 
 

 
         
 

  
 


