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 After God buried Moses on the mountain overlooking the Promised Land, He spoke to Joshua 
regarding leading the people across the Jordon River. The lesson is an important one to grasp. God 
buried His faithful servant, Moses, but that did not mean that He buried His work! Before the great 
prophet Elijah was transported to Heaven, his mantle was given to Elisha. The great purposes of 
God will never fail. Let us learn how we as Christians can be successful servants of the Lord. 

First, we must understand the purpose of God! Joshua knew what crossing the Jordan was all 
about. When God commanded him to "go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people " (Joshua 1:2), 
Joshua did not have to wonder whether or not he was doing the right thing. This great servant of God 
had long believed in doing the bidding of Jehovah. Joshua was one of the spies who believed they 
could subdue the fortified cities of the Canaanites. On that occasion Joshua said, "Only rebel not 
against Jehovah, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is 
removed from over them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not" (Num. 14:9). This faithful 
follower of God knew that the purpose of God was for the children of Israel to possess the land of 
Canaan. 

As Christians we are commanded to be "not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is " 
(Eph. 5:17). If we do not understand the Lord's will and we refuse to make our "calling and 
election sure" (1 Pet. 1:10), we will never be certain of what the Lord would have us to do while 
living in this world. God "would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth" 
(1 Tim. 2:4), and Christ came to "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10). God's great purpose has 
always been to make salvation available to all mankind (John 3:16). 

Second, we must have faith in God's promises! God told Joshua, "Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spake unto Moses " (Joshua 1:3). Isn't it 
sad that most people today believe in an unconditional, faith only type of salvation? The truth is that 
God's promises regarding security and salvation have always been conditional. One cannot miss the 
truth that the Promised Land had to be claimed by the people's feet! What if the people had said, 
"God, we believe you, but we will not cross the Jordan and neither will we march against our 
enemies?" If we truly have faith and believe in God we will act according to His instructions. 

Third, we must never forget the presence of God! To Joshua and the people of Israel He 
said, "as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (Joshua 
1:5). The Israelites would not be successful simply because they were surrounded by chariots and 
horses [military might] (Psa. 20:7; Isa. 31:1). If they trusted only in military might they would be 
miserable failures. 

God has always ruled in the kingdoms of men (Dan. 4:17; 5:21). God's will and purpose cannot 
be thwarted! As Christians, may we believe this truth and say with Paul, "If God is for us, who is 
against us " (Rom. 8:31)? 

Fourth, our success will depend upon our courage! The Israelites were commanded to "be 
strong and very courageous" (Joshua 1:7). Elijah possessed such courage as he faced and confronted 
the 450 false prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:22). Are we as Christians bold enough to face the false 
teachers who are leading folks astray today? To the Ephesian brethren Paul said, "Finally, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might" (Eph. 6:10). There are far too many spiritual 
cowards today who fear men moreso than they do Almighty God (cf. Matt. 10:28). 

Fifth, we will only be successful if we allow God to lead us! Moses said to the Israelites, "Ye 
shall observe to do therefore as Jehovah your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the 



right hand or to the left" (Deut. 5:32). The Word of God is always to be our guide (Psa. 119:105). 
Today God speaks to those who will hear Him through His beloved Son (Heb. 1:2). One who rejects the 
Word of Christ will be rejected by Christ (John 12:48). The only infallible guide for man today is the 
inspired Word of God! 

Sixth, success and obedience go hand in hand! Again, from Old Testament history we learn that it 
was not enough that Joshua heard the call and knew the will of God. He had to surrender his will 
to God's will through submissive obedience. The same is true for all today. One does not love the Lord 
who will not obey Him (John 14:15). Neither does it profit one to call upon the name of the Lord, but 
refuse to do His will (Luke 6:46). 

If you are to be successful in your journey toward Heaven you must always submit to and 
obey the will of God. Study His Word and follow Him! To do otherwise guarantees spiritual 
failure! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


