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 John was a stern, straightforward, uncompromising preacher. His diet, diplomacy and dress did 
not impress the religious leaders of the day. "Now John himself had his raiment of camel's hair, and 
a leathern girdle about his loins; and his food was locusts and wild honey" (Matt. 3:4). This 
preacher was no "reed shaken with the wind" (Matt. 11:7). The truth would always flow forth from 
the lips of John regardless of who his audience might be. 

John was not popular and in demand with the religious elite of his day. Neither would he be 
invited to preach for most congregations that claim to be churches of Christ today! The reason why 
John was rejected in his lifetime and would not be accepted today is the same - John was not afraid to 
rebuke sin. Rebuking sin is not "politically correct," and most people would rather be "politically 
correct" than right with God. The reason is twofold: they fear men more than God (cf. Matt. 10:28), 
and they love "the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God" (John 12:43). 

The character of John's preaching provides us with many valuable lessons. Let us learn from this 
great man of God. 

John was not afraid to ask burning, penetrating questions. As John was baptizing in the 
Jordan River those who were willing to confess their sins, the religious leaders had gathered 
around him. "But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said unto them,  Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruit worthy of repentance: and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to 
our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham " 
(Matt. 3:7-9). 

The Pharisees and Sadducees did not want to give up their traditions and accept the truth 
regarding the Messiah. They gloried more in Abraham than they did in Christ. Many members of the 
Lord's church today would rather imitate the Pharisees and Sadducees than the Savior. They reject 
the New Testament pattern for the church and glory in men who are leading them astray from God's 
truths. They are depressed by the Word of God but delight in the false teaching that flows freely 
forth from the lips of Lucado, Shelly and like kind. 

Preachers today who rebuke sin wherever it is found will not be popular. Many so-called 
preachers tiptoe gently through the tulips when discussing marriage, divorce and remarriage. They are 
more concerned with the security of their job than they are with the souls of men. John was not such a 
preacher. Herod decided to take for himself his brother Philip's wife. John had the courage to tell 
Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have her" (Matt. 14:4). Yes, it cost John his life, but he saved his 
soul! 

John was not afraid to tell the false teachers of his day that "the axe lieth at the root of the 
trees" (Matt. 3:10). The axe is ready to cut down one by one those who refuse to comply with the 
will of God. The Pharisees and Sadducees claimed to be God's people, but they would not give up 
their traditions and conform to His will. So it is today with so many who claim to be following the 
Christ! The great need in the Lord's church today is for elders and preachers who will demand "fruit 
worthy of repentance" (Matt. 3:8) while warning that "even now the axe lieth at the root of the tree, 
every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire " (Matt. 
3:10). 

Each fruitless tree (person who has rejected the will of God) will ultimately be cut down by the 
Word of God. Jesus has forthrightly declared, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 



12:48). 
We need preachers today like John who will tell people to heed what they hear (Mark 4:24) and 

how they hear (Luke 8:18) because the axe lieth at the root of the tree! 
John was not afraid to warn people of the wrath of God against those who refuse His will. 

The time is going to come when the wheat will be gathered into a place of safe keeping, but the chaff 
will be burned with "unquenchable fire " (Matt. 3:12). A day is coming when the Lord's church will be 
thoroughly purged. The hypocrites and wolves in sheep's clothing will feel the axe that will forever 
separate them from the blessings of God. 

A baptism of fire is reserved for those who for whatever reason refuse to obey the gospel of Christ 
(Gal. 1:6-9). The baptism of fire will also be the reward of all false teachers and those who follow 
them. The baptism of fire (Matt.3:ll) is clearly defined as the "unquenchable fire" (Matt. 3:12) of an 
eternal Hell. 

True greatness will be determined by Christ and not by man. The Lord said none was greater than 
John the Baptizer (Matt. 11:11). Let preachers today measure their preaching by the preaching of John! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


