
THE INVITATION SONG 
 

Marvin L. Weir 

 

 The gospel is God's power to save man from his sins (Rom. 1:16). A gospel sermon should 
never end without inviting folks to do the will of God. There are usually those present that need to 
become a New Testament Christian. Nothing is more important at that moment than the decision 
that those outside of Christ will make! It may be that there are members of the church who need to 
repent of their sins. And, whether public or private, there is nothing more important at that moment 
than the decision of one to make his life right with God. 

The singing of an invitation song encourages and gives people the opportunity to respond to 
the Lord's will. Who would want to detract for a moment from the invitation that has been 
extended? Who will dare suggest to God that there is something more urgent and more pressing 
during the time allotted for the invitation song? Who would want to face the judgment knowing that 
he was indirectly responsible for one not responding to the Lord's invitation? 

Let us first notice some things that should not be done during the singing of the invitation song. 
During the singing of this song one should not: 

>  Be nonchalantly looking around the auditorium as if wondering what else is happening that you 
might be interested in! What is more important than the moment in which one is called upon to 
make a decision that will affect his eternal destiny? Should not we as members of the body be 
doing all within our power to encourage those who need to respond to the Lord's invitation to do 
so?  

> Be purposely electing not to sing the invitation song! All Christians have an obligation to sing 
every song that is sung during the worship hour. Why would a concerned Christians decide not to 
sing the invitation song? Do we truly care about the souls of others? Are we really interested in 
whether or not one is obedient to Christ? The book of James teaches us that our actions 
demonstrate our love (2:14-26). 
> Be packing up and getting ready to leave! Think about it! How long does it take for one to put 
on a coat or sweater? How many seconds does it require for one to pick up a Bible or a purse? Is 
it really advantageous to us in any way to engage in doing these things while the invitation song is 
being sung? The answer should be a resounding "NO." 
> Be making a dash to leave the building! How many minutes are actually saved by doing 
such? Are those minutes really that important? Could these minutes have better been used in 
singing the invitation song? What do others think? What does the one contemplating responding 
to the invitation think? Does our untimely exit demonstrate that we are "seeking first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33)? What does God think?  
> Be laughing and talking to others! The occasion is a solemn and serious one. Our thoughts are 
to be focused upon the purpose of the gospel invitation. This is a very special moment not to be 
confused with our plans for tomorrow or where we are going for lunch. We should be thinking 
about our spiritual needs and the spiritual needs of others. Let us now notice some things that 
should be done during the singing of the invitation song. During the singing of this song one 
should: 
> Be engaged in fervently singing to please God and to plead for those who need to obey (1 Cor. 
14:15; Heb. 2:12; James 5:13; 5:16, 19-20). Each member must do his part when assembling 
together with the saints. The Lord knows our attitude and will judge us accordingly.  



> Be still giving our very best as the service draws to a close! Have we forgotten that we must be 
concerned with running the entire race and not just three laps out of four (1 Cor. 9:24; Heb. 
112:1)? What if we knew the Lord was coming sometime during the singing of the invitation 
song? We are to always be ready and watching for the coming of the Lord (Mark 13:35-37).  

> Be an example for others! A Christian should not want to do anything that detracts from the 
cause of Christ. New converts are watching. Our children are watching. What do our actions 
communicate to them? Do they really see that our worship to God is more important than worldly 
things? 
> Be concerned for those who are lost! The purpose of the invitation song is to encourage lost 
souls to repent of their sins and obey the gospel. How can one do this who has let other things take 
priority over sincerely singing the invitation song? 

A prayer normally brings to a conclusion our Lord's Day worship to God. There is a beginning 
of worship and an ending of worship. Let us strive to worship acceptably! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


