
HAVE YOU MOVED AWAY FROM THE 
HEAVENLY FATHER? 

 
Marvin L. Weir 

 

 The world is filled with people who "know not God" and have chosen to "obey not the gospel" of 
Christ (2 Thess. 1:8). If these individuals continue in this condition the Lord has promised that they 
will "suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might" (2 Thess. 1:9). Bible truth can be known by those who desire to know it (John 8:32). Jesus said, 
"If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I 
speak from myself" (John 7:17). 

There is something, however, even sadder than those who have never obeyed the precious gospel. 
This would be the condition of members of the body who have deliberately turned their backs 
upon the Lord and departed from His truths. The apostle Peter serves warning to apostate members 
of the Lord's church in saying, "For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and 
overcome, the last state is become worse with them than the first. For it were better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. It has happened unto them according to the true proverb, The 
dog turning to his own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire" (2 Pet. 
2:20-22). 

So very many today who profess to be at home with the Lord have actually moved far away 
from the Savior. They claim they believe as they have always believed, but miles and miles 
separate where they now stand from where they once stood! One thing is for certain - Christ has 
not moved, and the Bible has not changed (Heb. 13:8; Psa. 119:160). 

One who obeys the gospel and becomes a New Testament Christian has committed to being 
steadfast to the Lord and His church. If he truly loves Christ and respects His Word, why would he 
chart a course to drift farther and farther away from the Lord's church (cf. Heb. 2:1)? God is not 
glorified and Heaven will not be the home of the one who calls on the Lord but is not willing to obey 
His will (Luke 6:46). 

According to Strongs and Thayers the word "steadfast" means one has settled in and is 
unmoveable. The apostle Paul informed the Colossian brethren that Christ died so they might be 
presented "holy and without blemish and unreproveable before him: if (emph. MLW) so be that ye 
continue in the faith, grounded and stedfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye 
heard, which was preached in all creation under heaven; whereof I Paul was made a minister" (Col. 
1:22-23). Please note that Christians are responsible for being stedfast and for not moving away 
from the hope of the gospel. 

Paul also warned the Corinthians, saying, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). Why is it that so many today thinks that their labor will be 
counted as worthy when they have moved so very far away God's truths? How can multitudes 
believe that they are Heaven bound even though they glory moreso in the philosophies of men than 
they do in the Word of God? Why is it that some of our older brethren who once practiced pure New 
Testament Christianity now condone blatant error when it stands before them or sits down beside 
them? Why is it that so many brethren who once read the Bible and believed it now read the same 
Book and question it? How can an ever-growing number of brethren convince themselves that they 
want to keep the Christ of the Bible but cast aside and trod underfoot His church (cf. Mt. 16:18; Eph. 



1:22-23). 
Two things come quickly to mind. First, there is the plague of selfishness that has most folks 

demanding that their own will be satisfied. Most who claim to follow Christ are so concerned with 
having things their own way that they would never pray as did the Savior, "not my will, but thine, be 
done" (Luke 22:42). The "I'll do as I please and dare anyone to challenge me" attitude and the 
"give me what I want" disposition of mind has made mere mockery of the name church of Christ on 
many buildings across the land. 

Second, uncontrolled selfishness quickly demands a lack of respect for the authority of the 
Lord. A love for the Savior will find brethren keeping the commands of God instead of ignoring them 
(John 14:15). One will respect and honor the Word of God instead of disputing and showing disdain 
for it. 

Brethren, the wisdom of man will not save his soul (1Cor. 1:19-21) nor lead him to an eternal 
home with God (Jer. 10:23). Have you moved away from the Heavenly Father? If so, our prayer is that 
you will move back home before it is eternally too late! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


