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 The Israelites were God's people, and He had promised to be with them. Moses made sure his 
people understood their relationship with God, saying, "Know therefore this day, and lay it to thy 
heart, that Jehovah he is God in heaven above and upon the earth beneath; there is none else. And 
thou shall keep his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well 
with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days in the land, 
which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, for ever" (Deut. 4:39-40). God said to Moses, "Oh that there 
were such a heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that 
it might be well with them, and with their children for ever" (Deut. 5:29)! 

The children of Israel were in Egyptian captivity and at the mercy of their Egyptian 
taskmasters. But after witnessing God unleash ten plagues upon his people, the Pharaoh reluctantly 
let the Israelites start their departure from Egypt. Pharaoh quickly had a change of heart and made 
ready "six hundred chosen chariots" (Exo. 14:6-7) to pursue the Israelites. "And when Pharaoh 
drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians were marching 
after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto Jehovah" Exo. 
14:10). It was at this time that Moses told his people that the time was coming when they would never 
again see their Egyptian enemies (Exo. 14:13). May we as members of the Lord's body learn from 
this incident the great lessons contained therein. 

First, great changes may occur very quickly! The Egyptians were pressing the Israelites one 
moment and the next moment they were overwhelmed by the Red Sea. To escape the Egyptians the 
"children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and on their left" (Exo. 14:22). After God's people were safe Moses 
was told to stretch "forth his hand over the sea" and "the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh that went in after them into the sea; there remained 
not so much as one of them " (Exo. 14:28). 

The warning is clear today to those who rebel against God. The Hebrews writer records, "Take 
heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away 
from the living God: but exhort one another day by day, so long as it is called To-day; lest any one of 
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 3:12-13). Sin may appear to be profitable, but such 
is far from the truth. The Psalmist was perplexed at the wicked people's ability to prosper until he 
"went into the sanctuary of God, and considered their latter end. Surely thou settest them in slippery 
places: Thou castest them down to destruction" (Psa. 73:17-18). One moment all can appear to be 
well and the next moment one will find his feet swept out from under him as he faces the judgment. 

Second, our opportunities may suddenly vanish! The Egyptians had witnessed the tremendous 
power of almighty God. The plagues were for the purpose of making believers of the Pharaoh and 
his people. Instead of believing in the true and living God, the stubborn Egyptians rebelled against 
Jehovah. 

The apostle Paul said, "behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 
Cor. 6:2). Many put off until tomorrow what they know they should do today. Tomorrow may 
never come! The apostle to the Gentiles also made it clear that "the invisible things of him since the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his 
everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse " (Rom. 1:20). How many more 
opportunities will you have to obey the gospel or to correct a sinful lifestyle? 

Third, one's self-confidence can lead to ruin. The Egyptians followed after the Israelites, but 
they trusted in the strength of their own flesh. In so doing, they rushed to the place of their 
destruction. The Bible reminds all today to "let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 
Cor. 10:12). The Bible emphatically teaches that "the wages of sin is death... " (Rom. 6:23). No matter 



how confident one might be of success, he is doomed to failure who does not choose to partake of 
the abundant life (John 10:10). 

Fourth, the separation between God's children and children of the world will one day be 
forever finalized. As the children of Israel stood in fear Moses said to them, "Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever" (Exo. 14:13). The day had come when 
Israel would never again have to fear the Egyptians. 

There will also come the day when the faithful child of God will never again have to fear "the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life" (1 John 2:16). The snares of the 
devil will have forever been defeated. The godly and ungodly have nothing in common (2 Cor. 6:14-
17), and the great gulf that will separate the two cannot be crossed (Luke 16:26). 

Fifth, we learn that we cannot deliver ourselves! The strong arm of God was needed to 
deliver the children of Israel from the Egyptians. Today the saving power of God is manifested in 
Christ Jesus, His only begotten Son (John 3:16). The Lord came to this world to "seek and save 
the lost" (Luke 19:10). Christ is "able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God 
through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them " (Heb. 7:25). 

The Israelites had to obey God and flee the land of Egypt. Today all must obey God and flee 
worldly sins. The gospel is God's saving power (Rom. 1:16). Will you give up the sins of the world 
and obey the gospel while it is still today? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


