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 Much can be learned from studying the children of Israel. They grew weary of God and tired in 
their effort to lay claim to the land of promise. The Israelite's rebellion against God led to their 
disaster and caused them to lose all that Jehovah had given to them. Christians must not grow "weary 
in welldoing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9; cf. 2 Thess. 3:13; Heb. 12:3). 
Faith and obedience were necessary for God's people to enter into Canaan, and faith and obedience 
are necessary for Christians today to enter into Heaven. Let us now study: 

The Character of the land. First, it was a land of plenty. 
The Bible states, "For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of 

water, of fountains and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, 
and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; a land wherein thou 
shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it; a land whose stones are 
iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig copper" (Deut. 8:7-9). 

Neither does a child of God lack anything in Christ. The apostle Paul asserts, "And my God shall 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19). "Every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places" is found "in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). Heaven will be a place 
where there is no tears, no death, no pain, and no sorrows (Rev. 21:4). "The water of life " (Rev. 
21:6) freely flows for all who desire the "building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in 
the heavens" (2 Cor. 5:1). 

Second, the land of Canaan was a God-given land (Deut. 8:10). The Israelites inherited the land 
by the grace of God. Today we will inherit Heaven the same way. "God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son ..." (John 3:16). Now, lest one misunderstand, we will study later how 
that God's grace never cancels man's obligation to obey. 

Third, the land of Canaan was available to every Israelite. Heaven, however, is open to all who 
desire to go there. "There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there 
can be no male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ's, then are 
ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise" (Gal. 3:28-29). 

The way to possess the land. First, the Israelites had to believe in and trust in God. Unbelief led 
to thousands dying in the wilderness without ever entering the Promised land (Num. 14:28-30). In 
like manner, people today must believe in and trust in God. The Hebrews writer warns, "And without 
faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and (that) he is a rewarder of them that seek after him " (Heb. 11:6). 

Second, the Israelites had to enter into the Promised Land. They did not inherit the land until 
they were in it. They claimed the land with their feet (Josh. 1:3). Likewise, one today must be in Christ 
before he can become an heir of God. The act of baptism, rejected by most as being essential for 
salvation, is what puts one into Christ (Gal. 3:27). Salvation is found only in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10), and 
one is baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). Thus, it is only by God's grace that salvation from 
sin is possible, but one must obey from the heart the doctrine or teaching of Christ (Rom 6:17). 

Third, the Israelites had to drive the enemy from the land (Num. 33:52-53) or else the enemy 
would be as "pricks " in their eyes and as "thorns " in their sides (Num. 33:55). Today, "if any man is 
in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new" (2 Cor. 
5:17). One is not a changed person who continues to act like the world acts and live like the world 
lives. Every worldly habit must be driven out if one is going to live the Christian life. 

The warning that failure is possible. First, it was possible for Israel to allow some of the ungodly 



people to remain in the land, and they did so (Jud. 1:21, 27). The children of Israel were in the land of 
promise, but they failed to obey God. Today the child of God is in Christ, but he can fail to crucify 
the old man and the lusts of the flesh. Such failure led to Israel's downfall; it will also lead to a 
saint's downfall. The doctrine of once-saved, always-saved is false. 

Second, we see the danger of compromise. The Canaanites, Jebusites and Amorites were not to 
find a warm welcome in the camp of God's people. The enemy would be a terrible influence on the 
Israelites and would lead God's people into idolatry and away from the living God. Today, the church 
of our Lord can ill afford to compromise with the enemy of the cross. Fraternizing with denominations 
will lead members of the body of Christ into apostasy. We must remain separate and distinct from man-
made religions if we are to be found faithful to Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-18). 

Third, disobedience is always fatal (Num. 33:56). Let us learn we cannot serve both God and 
mammon (Matt. 6:24). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


