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 Matthew, Mark and Luke all mention this miracle. Matthew mentions two blind men, but Mark and 
Luke refer to only one. Mark chooses to make reference to perhaps the more familiar of the blind 
beggars, and thus calls Bartimeus by name. 

Some read the Bible looking only for discrepancies, but they will find none. Matthew and Mark say 
that this incident occurred when "they went out from Jericho. " (Matt. 20:29; Mark 10:46) while Luke 
says it happened "as he drew nigh unto Jericho" (Luke 10:46). Two acceptable solutions are possible. 
First, there are two Jerichos (the old city and the new one). It may be that they contacted the blind men 
when they came to Jericho, but the healing actually occurred when they left old Jericho and continued 
toward new Jericho. Second, some have suggested that the blind men cried for help when Jesus came 
into the city, but were not healed until Jesus and his party left the city. 

Instead of seeking to discredit the Holy Scriptures, let us see what lessons we can learn from blind 
Bartimeus. 

First, we note Bartimeus' wretched condition. He was blind and had to rely upon begging to 
survive. No human being could, however, give to him what he wanted most - his eyesight! Our hearts are 
easily made to grieve over those who are afflicted with physical blindness. 

What about our concern about those who have been blinded to the truth of the gospel message? The 
apostle Paul describes the plight of so many in stating that "the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn 
upon them" (2 Cor. 4:4). May we be committed to doing all we can to help those who have rejected the 
precious gospel to see their wretched condition. 

Second, we are mindful of Bartimeus' anxious inquiry. He heard the multitude passing by, and 
"he inquired what this meant" (Luke 18:36). Bartimeus demonstrates that one is still responsible for acting 
prudently even though tragedy has invaded his life. He had lost his eyesight, but he could still use his 
ears and tongue. Bartimeus was rewarded by doing what he could to put his faith into action. 

All do not have the same ability and talent. All are, however, responsible for using what talent and 
ability they have for the cause of Christ. Bartimeus proves that if we will only properly use the faculties 
we have we will accomplish far more than we imagine. Let us not fall into the devil's snare of saying, "If 
I only had his ability I would do more for the Lord," or "If I did not have this handicap I would be of 
greater service in the Lord's church." 

Third, Bartimeus' action produced for him a blessed privilege. The Lord asked him, "What wilt 
thou that I should do unto thee" (Luke 18:40-41)? The importunity of this blind man had prevailed, and 
therein is a lesson for all of us. What if Bartimeus had remained silent feeling only sorrow for his blind 
condition? 

One cannot help but think of the Lord's admonition in saying, "Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened" (Matt. 7:7-8). The blind 
beggar is doing all that he can do to help himself. 
Bartimeus made a specific request. He said, "Lord, that I may receive my sight" (Luke 18:41). 

Surely this blind beggar had other needs! He was poor, but his plea was not for great riches. Neither did he 
desire for a position of honor and great power in the world. Bartimeus' specific plea reminds us that when 
we are as conscious of our sinfulness as he was of his blindness we will not fail to plead for the thing that 
is most needed. 

The lame man who begged daily at the gate of the temple was hopeful of receiving money from Peter 



and John. Peter told the man, "Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I thee. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk" (Acts 3:6). Christ can give all today something far more precious than 
silver and gold. Salvation is offered to those who genuinely comply with His will (Heb. 11:6; Luke 13:3, 
Rom. 10:9-10, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:47), and forgiveness of sins is available to all Christians who repent of 
and confess their sins (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9). 

Bartimeus demonstrated his gratitude for receiving the Lord's blessing. Luke records, "And 
immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they 
saw it, gave praise unto God" (Luke 18:43). True Bible miracles were always instantaneous! Bartimeus 
did not return to begging after receiving his sight. He followed Christ and sought to glorify God. 

Today, those who die to their sins and are "baptized into Christ" (Gal. 3:27) should be raised to 
"walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). No longer should a child of God be content to live according to the 
ways of the world. 

May we learn from the conduct of the blind beggar! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


