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 The apostle Paul's work at Corinth was so well known that he did not need an epistle of 
commendation to the brethren, or a letter of commendation from them. Thus, Paul says: 
Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? or need we, as do some, epistles of commendation to you 
or from you? Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read of all men; being made manifest that 
ye are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts of flesh" (2 Cor. 3:1-3). 

Paul penned a letter to the church at Corinth that was "known and read. " By the same token, 
however, members of the body of Christ were also "known and read. " Christ affirms that such is 
true in saying, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be 
salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden underfoot of men. Ye are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a lamp, and put it under the 
bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so let your light shine 
before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
5:13-16). The life that we live as a child of God will be noticed. Christians will be either a good or 
bad influence for the cause of Christ. This is why Paul admonished, "Walk in wisdom toward them 
that are without, redeeming the time" (Col. 4:5). Let us learn some of the things it means to be a 
living epistle. 

An epistle is carefully prepared and written. Jesus said to the apostles, "But the Comforter, 
even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you" (John 14:26). The New Testament epistles 
contain the inspired Word of God. They were written to be of great benefit to all mankind. 

Likewise, individual members of the body of Christ are epistles "known and read by all men" 
(1 Cor. 3:2). The things we do in our lives should bring only glory and honor to the Lord's church. 
Never should we conduct ourselves in such a manner that it would produce a spot or blemish 
upon the precious body (Eph. 5:27). 

An epistle contains a message from the writer. The books of the New Testament were 
written to encourage, admonish, and rebuke their readers. The inspired writers delivered the exact 
message the Holy Spirit gave to them. A true prophet of God always spoke the truth. God said to 
Ezekiel, "And thou shall speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear; for they are most rebellious" (Ezek. 2:7). 

New Testament Christians, as epistles of Christ, are obligated to do as Paul admonished 
Timothy to do; "preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). All Christians are not evangelists, but all are 
responsible for "holding forth the word of life" (Phil. 2:16) in such a manner that it never detracts 
from the cause of Christ. 

An epistle needs to be legible. A letter that you cannot read does not benefit you in any way. 
The letter needs to be clear and easily discerned so that misunderstanding will not occur. The Bible 
writers were plain and to the point. There is no "cloud" hanging over the Word of God, and there 
should be no "cloud" hanging over a child of God. 

Have you ever tried reading a physician's signature? In most cases, it is an impossible task. But 
on a much more serious note, some professing Christians are as difficult to identify as that 
signature on the prescription! Our neighbors and friends should not have to wonder what we are, 
but rather should easily recognize that we are indeed different from the world (cf. 1 John 2:15-17). 



An epistle should be free of blobs and blots. If there is a stain or blob of ink on the nice 
white sheet of paper that your letter is written on, the "blob" is the first things that is seen. All else 
is ignored as one's eyes are drawn to the unsightly "blob." 

A child of God's faults and sins are easily seen. Some people will never see beyond the sins 
and faults. We all sin, of course (1 John 1:8, 10), but we surely are not to live in sin (Col. 3:5-7). 
Such a hypocritical lifestyle causes others to see only the "blob," and not the beauty of the Lord's 
church. 

Members of the Lord's church will be "known and read of all men " (2 Cor. 3:2). Let us choose 
to be the "salt of the earth" and "light of the world" so that we will glorify the "Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 5:13-16). As Paul implored that his epistle be "read unto all the brethren" 
(1Thess. 5:27), may our lives (epistles) not be an embarrassment to Christ as others read them. 

May we live our lives in such a way that we will be "exclamation points" instead of 
"questions marks" for the cause of Christ! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


