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 The parable of the rich fool is given to rebuke the covetousness of the one who said to Christ, 
"Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me" (Luke 12:13). The Lord, however, 
knowing the question was born of greed, said, "...Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? ... 
Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in abundance of 
the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:14-15). The Master Teacher then gives a parable to 
impress the mind of man with the utter folly of placing one's trust in worldly riches. 

"And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully: and he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have 
not where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my grain and my goods. And 1 will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
be merry. But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required of 
thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God" (16-21). 
First, notice the prosperous condition. The ground of the rich man "brought forth plentifully. " 

He was traveling the highway of worldly fame and prestige. As an owner of his land and barns, he 
could tear his barns down at will and build bigger and better ones. The devil will always see that there 
is imminent danger in prosperity. The day of prosperity can be a greater test to one's character than 
the day of adversity. A prosperous condition can be a blessing to enable one to do more for the 
cause of Christ, or it can be a curse as one begins to trust in riches and self. 

Second, observe the present dilemma. The rich man reasoned within himself and debated 
what to do. It is important to note that the asking of "what shall I do " is ask of self and not of God. 
With his fields producing so very much the rich man is infatuated with the thought of his good 
fortune. There is absolutely no thought of an impending crisis, thus, he is not aware of the gravity 
of the decision he will make. What he now decides, however, will determine his eternal destiny. 

Third, we are now presented with a settled purpose. "This will I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my grain and my goods "(12:18). The revelation of 
Daniel to King Belshazzar can be ascribed to the rich man — "Thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting" (Dan. 5:27). God is not in the rich man's thoughts, and thus he is deceived in 
thinking he can fail to rightly acknowledge the Giver of all good gifts (James 1:17). 

One has wisely stated, "We may deliberately vote God out of our lives by our 'this will I do,' 
but every 'I will' of self has to do with the 'thou wilt' of God." When we fail to recognize God in 
our plans or acknowledge His goodness, there is disaster looming on the horizon (James 4:13-17). 
Fourth, notice the immediate self-congratulation. 
"And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, be merry" (12:19). A self-centered life is in reality a lost life! This person was totally absorbed in 
what pleased him. His own self-gratification was all he considered and was all that mattered. 

Fifth, there is a terrible revelation from God. "Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required 
of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be" (12:20)? The rich man's 
"God-less" plans and his self-satisfied soul are now laid bare by the revelation from God. It was the 
apostle Paul who said, "Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto obedience, 
his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness" (Rom. 
6:16)? A truth that cannot be escaped is: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 



but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not be weary in well-
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:7-8). 

Sixth, be wise and observe the application the Lord made in saying, So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God (12:21). It is pure madness to live only for the things 
this world can provide. To fail to seek the things above where Christ is and to have a mindset on the 
things on this earth is utter folly (Col. 3:1-4). 

We must all guard against selling our soul's birthright to Heavenly treasures and eternal bliss 
for Esau's bowl of soup. One is guaranteed to fail spiritually who places his trust in self and worldly 
goods. May our attitude be: "as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things " (2 Cor. 6:10). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


