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 It is because of the goodness and grace of God that a faithful child of God can stand justified 
in the Day of Judgment. When one hears and genuinely obeys the gospel he is forgiven of his sins. 
Submitting to man-made philosophies or practicing one's own meritorious works will not save a per-
son. Justification is "by faith" (Rom. 5:1), but not by "faith only" (cf. James 2:24) as most religious 
denominations today claim. Thus, it is faith in and obedience to the gospel that saves (Rom. 1:16). 

One of the fruits of justification is a Christian hope that should never be ashamed. Paul reminds 
the brethren at Rome: 

Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; through whom also we have had our access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we also rejoice in 
our tribulations: knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness; and stedfastness, 
approvedness; and approvedness, hope: and hope putteth not to shame; because the 
love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit which was 
given unto us" (Rom. 5:1-5). 

What this hope is! First, it is a hope that is rooted and grounded in the Lord. Far too many folk 
place their hope in a man-made system of religion. Do not forget that Christ died for His church and 
purchased it with His blood (Acts 20:28). It is Jesus who is "the way, and the truth, and the life" 
(John 14:6), and no one will see the Father unless they submit to the will of the Lord. 

Second, this hope is begotten through His Word. The words of the Savior are true (John 
17:17), and they will judge all mankind one day (John 12:48). Peter said to the brethren, "Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
love one another from the heart fervently: having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth" (1 Pet. 1:22-23). 

Third, it is a hope upheld by faith in God. The writer of Hebrews makes it clear that the faith 
that pleases God is a faith that acts upon and complies with God's commands. "By faith Abel 
offered. . . "  (11:4). "By faith Noah . . . moved with godly fear, prepared an ark" . . . "  (11:6). "By faith 
Abraham, . . . obeyed to go out. . . "  (11:8). "By faith Abraham . . .  offered up Issac ..."(11:17). "By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been compassed about for seven days" (11:30). 
Many people today claim to have been justified by faith, but a faith that will not do what God 
commands one to do will not save! 

What this hope does not do! First, this hope does not make us ashamed of the Lord and 
Savior. As the apostle Paul said, so must we be willing to say, "For which cause I suffer also 
these things: yet I am not ashamed; for I know him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded 
that he is able to guard that which I have committed unto him against that day "(2 Tim. 1:12). 
One cannot speak of having a hope of Heaven while giving only lip service to the teaching of 
Christ. As the apostle John so forcefully said, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and 
the Son " (2 John 9). One cannot be ashamed of the one head or the one body and expect to be with 
Christ throughout eternity (cf. Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4-5). 

Second, this hope does not make us ashamed of the precious gospel. It is the gospel that is the power 
to save (Rom. 1:16) - not the creeds and gimmicks of men! Thus, the gospel must be proclaimed so 
people can have the opportunity to obey it. There is only one gospel (Gal. 1:6-9), and to not preach it 
is to rob people of an opportunity to become a child of God or to fortify their faith. The gospel that 



saves is "not after man" (Gal. 1:11), and it is made available to all today through divine revelation (2 
Pet. 1:20-21) in the Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Third, this hope does not make us ashamed of the Lord's people. Paul said to Timothy, "Be 
not ashamed therefore of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but suffer hardship with 
the gospel according to the power of God" (2 Tim. 1:8). One cannot go to Heaven who is ashamed of 
those who are walking "in the light as he is in the light" (1 John 1:7). A legitimate hope will never be 
embarrassed by those who stand steadfast for divine truths! Let us always hold up the hands of those 
who are delighted to be "a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own 
possession . . . "  (1 Pet. 2:9). 

A hope that is not ashamed will enable Christians to look beyond this life to the joys promised 
in Heaven. May we truly "have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast. . . "  (Heb. 
6:19) that will sustain us until that blessed hope turns into the reality of eternal life with the 
Heavenly Father and all the redeemed. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


