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 Joshua is "old and well stricken in years" (Josh. 23:1), but he has a challenging message for 
his people. The children of Israel are reminded how they got possession of the land of Canaan 
and how they may keep it. Even in the Old Testament, it is not true that once God's people 
possessed God's blessings they always possessed them. The promises and blessings of God 
upon His people have always been conditional. This great truth is as needed today just as it was 
during Joshua's day. Let us learn from the lessons found in Joshua 23:1-13. 

Their possession was secured by a past deliverance. God reminded Israel again and again 
that it was He who brought them "out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage" (Exo. 
20:2; cf. Exo. 13:3, 14; Deut. 5:6; 6:12; 7:8; 8:14; 13:5; 13:10). The power that held them as 
bondslaves had to be broken before they could begin their journey to the promised land of Canaan. 

Our salvation today must be secured by a past deliverance. Sin is the cruel taskmaster for 
all people today. It separates folks from a loving God (Isa. 59:1-2), and holds them in its vice-
like bondage (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 5:1). "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23), and thus all 
accountable people must be delivered from sin's grip before they can enter into Heaven. 

It was by the grace of God that He "commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). Redemption is possible to all through 
Christ's shed blood (Eph. 1:7), but first one must obey the gospel. The one desiring to be set 
free from the bondage of sin will act upon his belief in God's Word by repenting of his sins 
(Luke 13:3), making the good confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and being immersed for the 
remission of his sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:4). 

Those who are baptized into Christ should realize that the '''old man was crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin" 
(Rom. 6:6). One cannot go to Heaven who refuses to be set free from the bondage of sin. 

Israel's possession was to be kept. First, God told His people that there must not be any 
going back to the land of Egypt. God said, "Else if ye do at all go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and make marriages with them, 
and go in unto them, and they to you; know for a certainty that Jehovah your God will no more 
drive these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare and a trap unto you, and a 
scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which 
Jehovah your God hath given you" (Josh. 23:12-13). 

Children of God today must not return to the principles that govern those who live by 
worldly standards. The old man and his worldly ways should have been buried, and they will 
remain buried if one does not return to dig them up (2 Cor. 5:17). The warning by the Hebrews 
writer could not be more clear: "Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God" (3:12). One cannot fall from 
where he has not been. It is the responsibility of the Christian to not return and graze on worldly 
pastures. 

Second, Israel was to have no fellowship with the enemy. Joshua's warning to his people is 
clear: "...turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left ... come not among these nations, 
these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear 
by them, neither serve them, nor bow down yourselves unto them ... Else if ye do at all go back, 



and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and make 
marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you; know for a certainty that Jehovah 
your God will no more drive these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare and a 
trap unto you, and a scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this 
good land which Jehovah your God hath given you " (Josh. 23:6-7, 12-13). 

The message is clear. When the Israelites mingled with the Canaanites it never improved the 
Canaanites, but always brought misery upon God's people. Brethren, the ideal that a Christian 
must run with the world in order to reach worldly folks for the cause of Christ is the devil's 
doctrine! One will not win over one who drinks by going with him to the clubs and bars. One will 
not convert those entangled in the sins of the flesh by attending their parties. To please God and 
to reach the lost or erring with God's truths, one must always come "out from among them" and 
"be separate" (2 Cor. 6:17). To do otherwise is destined to fail. 

A Christian must continue to "walk in the light" if he is to be with God and all the redeemed in 
Heaven (1 Jn. 1:7). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


