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 God said to Jeremiah: 
"I have heard what the prophets have said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies, even the prophets of the deceit of 
their own heart? that think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbor, as their fathers forgat my name for Baal. The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he 
that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat? saith Jehovah. Is not my word 
like fire? saith Jehovah; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith Jehovah, that steal my words every one from his neighbor. Behold, I am against the prophets, saith Je-
hovah, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Behold, I am against them that prophesy lying dreams, saith 
Jehovah, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their vain boasting: yet I sent them not, 
nor commanded them; neither do they profit this people at all, saith Jehovah" (Jer. 23:25-32). 

There are two classes of preachers mentioned in Jeremiah that are still with us today. First, there are the 
dreamers who seek to peddle their dreams (lies) as God's truth. These false teachers will always have an 
audience because so many today have "itching ears" (2 Tim. 4:3) and thus demand a placated message. 
Second, there are those preachers who love the Word of God and are willing to proclaim it in its 
completeness without alteration or compromise. Not many today desire this type of preaching because it 
condemns instead of comforts them in their sins. 

We have today an ever-growing number of liberal dreamers in the Lord's church. They want us to 
believe that just because they have "dreamed" that we should listen to them! To them their "dreams" are 
scholarly, interesting, and essential to the restoration of the Lord's church, but these so-called "dreams" 
are destitute of authority. 

One only has to mention Bible authority to cause these loving and peaceful dreamers to have violent 
reactions. These liberal dreamers within the body of Christ have one mission -to cause the Lord's people 
to forget His church by their dreams which they tell to all who will listen (cf. Jer. 23:27). Like their 
ancient cousins of old, these modern dreamers preach "deceits" and "smooth things" (Isa. 30:10). 

Those who are concerned about the eternal destiny of their soul should listen to and heed what 
God said long ago because the principle is the same today. Those dreamers who devised their own 
messages to suit their own agendas and proclaimed such as God's truths were told, "Behold, I am 
against them that prophesy lying dreams... cause my people to err by their lies, and by their vain boasting, 
yet I sent them not, nor commanded them; neither do they profit this people at all, saith Jehovah" (Jer. 
23:32). 

Dreamers such as Carroll D. Osburn of Abilene Christian University have their own visions and 
definitions of "fellowship," "brotherhood," and "church of Christ." Osburn boldly boasts, "There should 
be room in the Christian fellowship for those who differ whether ... the Lord's Supper must be taken 
every Sunday, or whether instrumental music is used in worship.... for those who believe that Christ is the 
Son of God, but who differ on eschatological theories such as premillennialism, ecclesiological matters 
such as congregational organization, or soteriological matters such as whether baptism is 'for' or 'because 
of remission of sins" (The Peaceable Kingdom, pp. 90-91). The Bible, God's Word, begs to differ 
with this dreamer who has no regard for Deity or those he leads astray. 

It should come as no surprise that Osburn opines, "The Bible may be held aloft in today's churches of 
Christ, but it cannot be said to be the primary generative source for the basic religious thinking of many 
of our preachers" (p. 4). The brazen audacity of the modernists and liberals is amazing. Unfortunately, 
they have deceived multitudes into believing that the thoughts and wishes of human dreamers should take 
priority over the Word of God. 



Brethren, there is a world of difference between one's theories and dreams and God's glorious truths! 
God stated it like this: "The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, 
let him speak my word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat? saith Jehovah" (Jer. 23:28). In other 
words, the dreams of men are the chaff and Bible truths are the grain. One will starve spiritually and lose 
his soul grazing upon the dreams of men. 

Brethren, don't be deceived by educated, smooth-talking dreamers who boast that their visions are 
more relevant to the church than the Word of God. Please remember that authority resides in neither man's 
dreams nor the local church. The sole source of authority is the Bible, God's Holy Word. 

Surely God would say today, "I am against the preachers (false dreamers, MLW) that use their tongues, 
and say, He saith" (cf. Jer. 23:31). 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


